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Next Guild Meeting 
Monday, February 4, 2008 

7:00 PM 
 

“Textiles of the Far East” 
with Marie Gile. 

 
Location: 

Trinity Congregational Church 
2725 4 Mile Rd NW 

 
Treaters 

Jeanne Hoin 
Laurie Angell 
Mary Ippel 

Paula DeYoung 

Woodland Weavers and 
Spinners 
Guild Meeting Minutes 
January 7, 2008 
 
President Arlene Tiemeyer called the 
meeting to order at 7:20 PM. 
 The program included several topics, 
tying up loose ends and encouragement 
for 2008.  

Fiber resolutions:  Members were 
asked to write some fiber resolutions/ 
goals for the coming year.  Resolutions 
were sealed in envelopes and will be 
returned to their owners next January. 

Program Committee:  A new 
program committee was formed 
including members Liz Oppewal, Julie 
Daniels, Jackie Fisher, Joni Rosen 
Margaret Jager, Mary Ellen Gedris 

Website:  Liz Oppewal will be doing 
some of the updates to our website.  
Input was requested from the 
membership. 

Mixed Warps:  Barb Van Dyke 
presented some information on working 
with mixed warps.  This information 
should be especially helpful to those 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀƎ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜέΦ 

Textile Arts Market:  Ann Bont led a 
discussion on the sale.  The committee is 
seeking input from the membership in 
order to make improvements for next 
year.  Share your thoughts with any 
committee member. 
 New members/guests: Margo 
Mlinaric and Deb Zondervan were 
welcomed. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer 
Jackie Fisher distributed the income/ 
expense report from December, showing 
a balance of $7,189.74.  It was noted that 
there are outstanding expenses from the 
Textile Arts Market.   The final sale 
report should be completed be next 
month. 
 Secretary’s report:  The minutes of 
the December 3 meeting were published 
in the newsletter.  There were no 
additions or corrections.     
Workshops:   

Chair Linda Blue announced that 
Bryan Schneider-Thomas will be hosting 
a dyeing workshop on March 29.  The 
workshop is full, but you may place you 
name on a waiting list in case of a 
cancellation. 

Daryl Lancaster will be presenting a 
workshop on making a lined vest from 
handwoven fabric on March 4 and 5.  

Jochen Ditterich will present a 
workshop on blankets  April 19. 
Show and Tell:   

¢ƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ά{Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ 
¢Ŝƭƭέ ǿŜǊŜ WǳƭƛŜ 5ŀƴƛŜƭǎΦΣ !ǊƭŜƴŜ 
Tiemeyer, Margaret Jager, Joni Rosen, 
Ginny Kuilema, Kathy Bowler, and Mary 
Bartnick. 
Retreat:  The next Guild retreat is March 
1. 
MLH:  Cathy McCarthy encouraged 
people to join MLH.  The 2008 workshop 
topics/instructors were announced:  
Embellishing the Surface (Anita Mayer), 
tǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά¦έ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊ (Russ 
Mason), Diaper: a Goldmine of 
Opportunity (JoAnn Bachelder), 

Shimmering Silks (Heather Winslow), The 
Allure of Silver Clay (Cristine Grimm), and 
Pictures, Piles, Potpourrie, and Perplexing 
Curiosities (Robyn Spady).   
 These workshops will be held on 
August 9-11 at Hope College.  The MLH 
Fiber Show will be July 13 - Sept. 21 at 
the Ella Sharp Museum in Jackson.  
Members are urged to enter an item. 
 Librarian Margaret Jager announced 
ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿ 5±5Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ǎƻƻƴΦ 
Study Groups: 
 Frequent Fiber Club:  The group 
meets at 6:30 before guild meetings.   
 Spinning:  Spinning group will meet on 
Jan. 21 at City Knitting.  The Chelsea sale 
is Feb. 16. 
 Drafting:  The Drafting Divas will meet 
January 16 at 6:30, Olive Garden.  Read 
ch. 3.  Jackie will lead discussion. 
 Knitting:  The knitting group will meet 
every other Saturday beginning January 
12 and January 26, 10:00 ς 12:30 at 
Boston Square CRC.  All are welcome. 
Announcements: 
 February program:  ά¢ŜȄǘƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
CŀǊ 9ŀǎǘέ ǿƛǘƘ Marie Gile. 
 March program - Daryl Lancaster. 
 Photos of fiber work are needed for 
the gallery portion of our new website. 
 Spinner Mary Peterson had triple 
bypass surgery.  A card from the guild will 
be sent. 
 You may help Trinity Church by 
bringing recyclable paper to their paper 
gater.  Newspapers, magazines, old 
phone books, junk mail are welcome.  
Please no cardboard. 
 Treaters are needed for March and 
April 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Ann Bont, secretary 
 

 
 
 

http://wwas.org/


Spinning Study Group... 
 meets at City Knitting on Monday, 
February 18 at 7:30 p.m.  Also the 
Spinners Flock Fleece Fair will be held on 
Saturday, February 16.  Persons 
interested in car pooling should contact 
Diane VanderPol at 940-2955 or 
dvpo@calvin.edu for more information. 
 

Keep an Eye on those Bag 
Ladies 

Several guild members are 
participating in a creative challenge 
wherein each one has received a bag of 
various fibers to which they may add 
some of their own, and then complete a 
finished project in the next few months.  
The challenge will undoubtedly help all of 
them to be creative and explore new 
areas in their craft to which they have not 
gone before.  Those of us who watch 
them will also be inspired, I suspect, and 
gain a new degree of creative courage.  
The participating members have been 
asked to provide photos of their ongoing 
work.  It would be lovely to see the 
progress printed in the newsletter.  So, 
ƭŜǘΩǎ keep an eye on those bag ladies and 
cheer them on.  Cheers to Betty 
Christians for putting this challenge 
together. 

9ÏÕȭÒÅ )ÎÖÉÔÅÄȦ 
Who:   All fiber artists and wannabes 
What: MLH 2008 Workshops 
Where: Hope College 
When: August 9-10-11 
Why:  To have fun, get to know 
other MI fiber folk, and LEARN! 
 
Choose one of these great workshops: 

Diaper:  A Gold Mine of 
Opportunity  
Learn about this weave structure, its 
history, its possibilities ς it is much more 
ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŀōȅΩǎ ōƻǘǘƻƳΗ  
Instructor:  JoAnn Bachelder 

The Allure of Silver:  An In-depth 
Exploration of Silver Clay 
Looking for something to embellish your 
fiber creations?  Create beautiful jewelry 
from silver clay.  This class is back by 
popular demand.  Instructor:  Cristine 
Grimm 
 
 

tǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦Ω .ŀŎƪ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊ 
Spend 3 days dyeing!  Learn wax-less 
batik, shibori, space dying, and warp 
painting using a variety of techniques and 
colorants.  Instructor:  Russ Mason 

Embellishing the Surface (or ς If you 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƛŘŜ ƛǘΣ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜ ƛǘΗύ 
Create your own reference notebook of 
embellishments for your fiber pieces.  
You will learn decorative techniques 
using, mirrors, beads, braids, and creative 
stitchery.  Instructor:  Anita Luvera Mayer 

Pictures, Piles, Potpourri, and 
Perplexing Curiosities 
This workshop is designed to challenge 
the intermediate to advanced weaver.  
Explore weave structures that you may 
have heard of but never tried.  
Experiment with velvet, corduroy, 
Biederwand, samitum, corkscrew twills 
and more.  Instructor:  Robyn Spady

Shimmering Silks 
Silk - Mysterious, elegant, shimmering!  
Learn about the history of this very 
special fiber, the different kinds of silks 
and their properties.   Use a variety of 
weave structures and silk yarns to create 
beautiful silk samples. Instructor:  
Heather Winslow 
 
 More detailed information and 
registration materials will be available in 
early March.  Learning grants/ 
scholarships are available ς watch for 
information in your MLH newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liz Oppewal will be using these fibers ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƘŜǊ άōŀƎ ƭŀŘȅέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 

 

2007-2007 Officers 
Arlene Tiemeyer, President 
Liz Oppewal, Vice-President 

Ann Bont, Secretary 
Jackie Fisher, Treasurer 

 
Newsletter Editor:  Bob Meyering 
Copy due by the 15

th
 of the month 

616-940-0621, meyr@calvin.edu 



Supplement to the 
February Newsletter 

Information about our February 
Speaker: 
 

In 1984 my husband and I 
traveled in China for three weeks, not 
realizing that we would return to the 
area again -- to a country vastly 
different from before. This time we 
added a trip to Tibet, the "roof of the 
world." As we view textiles and 
photographs (on PowerPoint) from the 
various regions, you will go with us on 
our travels of this past August and 
experience not only the cultures of 
China and Tibet, but Vietnam and 
Cambodia (which we visited last 
November-December). The colors 
and textures are exotic!  

If anyone would like to share 
textiles that they have from these 
regions, please do bring them for us 
to view at the end of the program. 
 
A short history of my life as a 
weaver.   

I began my life as a weaver in 
Grand Rapids in 1980 with Jochen 
Ditterich as my teacher. I was 
instantly "hooked" and remain so 
today. Jochen encouraged his 
students to join Woodland Weavers, 
which I did.  In 1984 I moved to 
Lansing and have been a member of 
Greater Lansing Weavers--and now 
again, of Woodland Weavers!  Both 
guilds are special to me, as is the 
Michigan League of Handweavers. I'm 
currently their historian.  

Marie Gile 
 
 

Further Workshop 
Information from Linda 
Blue 

Jochen Ditterich's Blanket 
Workshop has a date change.  Due 
to availability of workshop location we 
had to move the workshop to April 12, 
2008.  It will be held at the Franciscan 
Center(where Jochen teaches a 
weaving class).  There is a $25 fee to 
take the class. We will meet from 9:00 
am to approximately 3:00 pm. Lunch 
will be a bring your own "brown-bag" 
lunch or we could do a salad with 

everyone contributing to the 
ingredients.  Let me know. This would 
be a good workshop for beginning 
weavers or more advanced weavers.  

Jochen has provided a variety of 
patterns in 4 shaft, 6 shaft or 8 shaft 
designs. The patterns will be available 
at Feb., March, April meetings.  Your 
looms will be warped ahead of time.  
We will be making sample blankets on 
our own workshop looms. If you would 
like to take the workshop and do not 
have a workshop loom, call Linda 
Blue.  We do have a guild loom which 
may be available. 

 
Daryl Lancaster 's Sewing 

Workshop.  We still have room 
available for those of you interested in 
learning to sew your handwoven 
fabrics from an expert weaver/ 
seamstress.  Even if you do not have 
a handwoven fabric, there are novelty 
fabrics you can purchase  to use in 
the workshop.  Once you learn the 
techniques, you can apply it to future 
projects using fabric you have woven.  
Don't miss out on this wonderful 
opportunity.  

There are some pieces of 
equipment we will need some of you 
to bring that we can share with the 
whole group.  I will have a list at Feb. 
meeting to have you sign up for.  Plus 
we will need to have help in tidying up 
& rearranging the room after using it.  
I know I can count on your help with 
that.  

The Daryl Sewing Workshop is 
Tues. &Weds. March 4 & 5.  It will be 
held at the Trinity Congregational 
Church.  Each day from 9:00 am to 
3:30 (ish). 

 
To sign up for either one of these 

workshops, contact Linda Blue(363-
0622) or e-mail Lgb1242@aol.com. 
 
Our March 1, Fiber Retreat is 
coming up.  

Please remember to pay Jackie 
Fisher the $25 fee at the Feb. Meeting 
if you have not already done so.  We 
need to have our count in to the ladies 
that prepare the food one week prior 
to that March 1 date. 
 
Thank you, 
Linda Blue 

 
 

Book Available 
I went on-line and ordered a book that 
Julia got and said was good.   Well, 
operator error and being rushed to 
ñcheck orderò turned out to be an 
order for two books.  Would anyone 
like to buy the extra copy of  Anne 
Dixon's book the Handweaver's 
Pattern Directory?  I think it was 
$23.07.  It has over 600 weaves for 
four-shaft looms.  Thanks!    

Laurie Angell 


