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Next Meeting 
Monday, October 6 

7:00 PM 
 

Speaker: 
Trish Lange 

“Clothing Design for 

Handweavers” 

 
7:00 PM 

Trinity Congregational Church 
2725 4 Mile Rd NW 

 

5:30 PM 
Supper with Trish Lange 

at Bennigans.  See below. 
 

 

Monday’s Guild 
Meeting with 
Trish Lange 

 October, n. [<L. octo-, eight: eighth 

month in Rom. calendar] the tenth month 

on the year, having 31 days.  Webster wasn't 

a weaver.... 

 My definition: 

October, n. Crisp fall days, a kaleidoscope 

of reds, greens, yellows and 

oranges....apples with drops of dew 

weighing down the orchard branches...a 

rainbow of leaves crunching underfoot, cool 

nights, sun kissed days....in February the 

maple syrup flows.....in October the creative 

weaving juices start working again. 

 To help start up the process we are 

welcoming Trish Lange who will present 

"Clothing Design for Handweavers." 

 Trish will share her special method of 

designing and weaving clothing with a classic 

yet high fashion look that requires practically 

no cutting and very simple sewing, yet drapes 

beautifully and enhances the body.  Several 

original patterns and variations will be shared.  

We will discuss the evolution of a design and 

its adaptation to specific body types.  The 

patterns discussed will be augmented by a 

slide show and several garments that can be 

seen, touched, or tried on.  You may want to 

bring paper for note taking. 

 Trish grew up in Muskegon, Michigan, and 

now resides in California. 

Supper with Trish Lange 

 On Monday, October 6, prior to our 

meeting, we will be having supper at 

Bennigans at approximately 5:30 in the 

evening with Trish Lange. 

 Anyone wishing to join us, please call or e-

mail Julia Daniels, by Friday, October 3.  It 

will be hit-and-miss on my e-mail during the 

4th, 5th and 6th as I will be attending the Trish 

Lange workshop. 

 Contact Julia at (616)887-9007 or 

imaweaver2004@yahoo.com.  

Put "meal with Trish" in the subject line! 

--Thanks, Julie 

________________________________ 

 

From the President  
 I apologize for missing our last meeting, the 

first meeting of the new season. We do have 

an exciting line-up of speakers for this year 

and with any luck we can share it with you 

soon.   

 With a last minute change of plans and the 

rising costs of plane fares, I ended up driving 

my son back to school in Boston.  It was a 

bittersweet time as we drove though the end of 

summerôs  glory that is Ontario, Upstate New 

York and Western Massachusetts. There had 

been a torrential rain the day before so the 

hundreds of greens were tinged with early fall 

golds and browns.  The colors and light 

reminded me of the Millais painting I had used 

at my Convergence workshop with Tracey 

Kaestnerðwe helped each other pick the color 

chips that could later turn to yarn colors for 

weaving.   

 I realized this is my youngest son's last year 

in college, and like the scenery, our family is 

teetering on the verge of transformation.  Itôs 

beautiful now but itôs changing into something 

else. That's one of the great things about being 

a weaverðthe ability to take several elements 

and transform them into something of beauty. 

I'm hoping this year can be "transformative" 

for each of us, and I am grateful to have so 

many warm, inspired and gifted fellow 

travelers.     --Liz Oppewal 

_________________________________ 

Woodland Weavers and Spinners 

Guild Meeting Minutes 
September 8, 2008 

  

Program:  Sharing sources of design ideas 

 Members shared book and periodical titles 

which they routinely use for project planning.  

Several members highlighted classic sources 

(books and textile magazines) as helpful to 

them.  Others brought in newly published 

books or mentioned the positive effect of 

conferences and workshops on their work.  

One member suggested a clippings fileð

tearing out and filing those pictures, ideas, or 

images which catch her fancy. 

Business Meeting:   
 Julie Daniels chaired the eveningôs meeting.  

She welcomed five guests (Teresa Janzen, Al 

and Karen Buning, Sierra Cole, Betsy Willey) 

and one new member (Chi Chi Van Dyke).   

 New treasurer Rebecca Kugele reported a 

balance of a little over $4500 in our account.   

 Members mourn the death of member Inara 

Kalnaraups last summer.  The board is 

recommending the purchase of a small, 

lightweight, and portable workshop loom for 

guild use in her memory.  The guild has also 

been asked for suggestions for the use of a vast 

collection of textile periodicals from Inaraôs 

personal library.   

 An ad hoc committee of Susan Elliot, 

Gabriela Minnharr-Tomatis, and Nancy 

Laferriere will consider the feasibility of 

increasing annual dues beyond the current $30 

per year. 

 According to our records the Woodland 

Weavers and Spinners first met on November 

3, l960.  Since our fiftieth anniversary is just 

around the corner, Paula De Young and Barb 

Van Dyke have volunteered to begin working 

on possible activities for our celebration.   

 The board has asked guild members to 

consider applying for Michigan non-profit 

status.  Possible advantages include being able 

to receive tax-deductible gifts and free 

advertising for our activities in some 

situations.  There is some set-up costs 

involved, as well as yearly notification of the 

state treasurer.  More information will be 

coming regarding this possible change. 

Committee Reports 

 Bob Meyering is at work on the annual 

directory.  He will also continue to compile the 

newsletter and act as a clearing house for 

messages sent to members during the month. 

mailto:imaweaver2004@yahoo.com
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 Paula De Young will serve as historian. 

 Marlene and Bea McKenney will serve on 

the hospitality committee.   

 Betty Christians is the new MLH 

representative.   

 Diane Vander Pol continues as 

parliamentarian.  

 Joni Rosen will handle Show and Tell each 

month.   

 Linda Blue will continue to coordinate 

workshops  

Margaret Jager will serve as librarian 

 Jochen Ditterich and Joni Rosen will handle 

the 50-50 responsibilities each month.   

Michigan League of Handweavers 

 The MLH has asked Woodland Weavers 

and Spinners to provide swatches for the 

winter issue of the MLH newsletter.  Betty 

Christians has worked up a pattern (Samples 

for viewing were at the meeting), and will be 

setting up looms at the Fallasburg Festival held 

the last weekend of September.  The pattern 

includes gold thread to commemorate MLHôs 

50th anniversary.  All guild members are 

encouraged to sign up for an hour at the loom.  

We will deliver 450 swatches by January 1.   

 The MLH has invited/encouraged the guild 

to provide an exhibit at the summer conference 

(August 5-9) at Hope College.  Judy Pulver 

and Susan Elliot will coordinate this. 

 The Guild congratulates Barb Van Dyke, 

Cathy McCarthy, Marie Gile, and former 

member Priscilla Lynch who had their work 

exhibited in the MLH exhibit at the Ella Sharp 

Museum in Jackson this past summer. 

Guild Sale 

 Betty Christians reported for the sale 

committee.  The sale will be December 5 and 6 

at the Prince Conference Center at Calvin 

College.  Hours on Friday will be 5-8 p.m., 

and Saturday 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Guild 

members are encouraged to MAKE STUFF for 

the sale.  Laurie Angell and Catherine Adas 

will work on publicity, and Rita Petteys is in 

charge of set up.  This yearôs guest artist will 

be potter Linda Ippel.  Bookmarks are ready 

for thrums, and postcards are at the printer.  

Sale tags will be available in October.   

 The committee is considering a 

poster/display board at the sale that will 

feature the weaving of Inara.  Laurie Angell 

has volunteered to make a banner for use at the 

sale as well as at other exhibits in which the 

guild participates.  The committee continues to 

work on a policy for returned goods. 

 The sale committee reminds members that 

participants in the sale have to be members by 

October 1, they need to work several hours at 

the sale, they should read the sales guidelines 

in the directory, and they need to tag all item 

with fiber content information, as well as 

washing instructions.   

Coming Attractions 

 Trish Lange will be doing a weaving 

workshop with several guild members October 

4, 5, and 6.  She will also be presenting the 

program at the October meeting.  Guild 

members are encouraged to join her and some 

of her students at 5:30 at Benniganôs for dinner 

that evening.  People with questions about this 

program should see Julie Daniels. 

 Fiber Retreats have been scheduled for 

November 1, March 7, and April 25.  Price for 

each is $25 which includes two meals.  

Retreats run from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and are held 

at the Christian Reformed Conference Grounds 

on the shore of Lake Michigan.  All members 

are encouraged to spend all or part of the day 

working on some fiber activity.  See Linda 

Blue for details.  

 Tom Jipson has been scheduled to do a 

workshop the first weekend in May on Color 

and Color Interaction in Weaving.  He will 

also be presenting the program at the May 5 

guild meeting. 

Miscellaneous Notes 

 Congratulations to Margaret Windeknecht 

who recently celebrated a 50th wedding 

anniversary with her husband Tom.   

 Betty Christians won $19 in the 50-50 

drawing.  The DVD collection gets the other 

$19. 

 Show and Tell participants included Bea 

McKenney, Ginny Kuilema, Gloria Stevens, 

Julie Daniels, Paula De Young, Mary Ippel, 

Joni Rosen, and Margaret Jager. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Margaret Jager, Secretary 

 

Monthly Spinning 
The Spinning Study Group will meet at City 

Knitting on Monday, October 20, at 7:30 p.m.  

Contact Diane Vander Pol at 940-2955 or 

dvpo@calvin.edu for more information. 

 

 

MLH at 50:  
Golden Reflections 

The 50th Anniversary committee for the 

Michigan League of Handweavers needs your 

help to make our festivity next summer a very 

special one. We want to celebrate our history 

by remembering our past through the textiles 

we have created--by individuals as well as 

groups (such as our guilds).  Please help us 

locate some of the items we will need, as listed 

below: 

¶ Photos of past and present members to 

create a wall or collage 

¶ Photos of old guild exhibits - to show the 

work we have done 

¶ Handwovens and fiber arts by decade, as 

noted: 

Decade     Items  

1950's Towels, tablecloths, runners, 

aprons, dresses, bedspreads. 

1960's Jackie Kennedy style dress or suit 

Orange hostess dresses worn by Gampers at 

1965 MLH conference in Grand Rapids (see 

Harriet Tidball's Monograph 17). Samplers or 

gamps  

1970's Loom shaped garments, Bog coat, 

Ethnic inspired garments, Special clothing 

made for 1972 HGA conference, Macrame 

Crocheting Stitchery  

1980's Garments and functional fiber arts 

made of fine yarns  

1990's  Period of time when manipulating 

fibers and surface design are important.  

Garments and functional fiber items 

employing surface design and fiber 

manipulation  

2000  This time period is noted for exotic 

fibers (stainless steel, bamboo, metallic) 

 Guild members demonstrate fiber arts at Michigan Fiber Festival in Allegan 



 
On the Web—wwas.org  October 2008 Newsletter, page 3 

 Note: We would like swatches of any exotic 

fibers you have to represent this time period 

(2000), rather than completed items.  

Please contact one of the committee members 

if you have a garment or woven article that 

might be included in the history exhibit or 

fashion show. Just describe the item and/or 

send a photo if you have it.  

We will make a selection and arrangements to 

borrow items.  

50th Anniversary Committee:  

Marie Gile, chair, gile@msu.edu  

Millie Danielson milleed@umich.edu  

Marion Marzolf mtmm@umich.edu   

_______________________________ 

Triangle Loom? 
 An individual contacted me by e-mail 

asking if anyone in the guild had experience 

using a triangle loom.  Perhaps some of you 

responded directly to this person.  Guild 

member Lori Schutte shared her response with 

me.  She offered information on the web.  The 

site is:  http://www.waynesthisandthat.com/ 

triloom2.htm  
 If youôre ever interested in learning about 

the triangle loom and how to weave on it, this 

site has a very detailed description of the steps 

you would take. 

--Bob Meyering 

___________________________ 

Loom for Sale: 
 Newcomb "Weavers' Delight" 42-inch 4-

harness Flying Shuttle loom, all equipment 

including cans and holder, can stuffer, metal 

shuttles, spool holder, extra cams, instructions, 

extra parts. Photo from Newcomb Loom 

website.  Loom is located in Macomb County.  

Price:  $1200.00.  Contact:  586-752-3781 or 

jackmanni@comcast.net 

Textile Arts Market ‘08 
Friday, December 5, 
5:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Saturday, December 6 
from 10:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

Willow Room West 
Prince Conference Center, Calvin 

College 

   
Featured artist - potter Linda Ippel 

 

You can help! 

 The publicity committee, chaired by 

Rebecca Kugele, and the set-up committee, 

chaired by Rita Petteys are looking for 

volunteers.    

 We are always looking for ways to 

market/display our work.  Be thinking of ways 

to best feature our work. 

 Think about hosting a mini-workshop or 

work bee in your home to encourage people to 

make things for the sale. 

 Consider joining the Textile Arts Market 

committee.  There will be one, possibly two 

vacancies for the 2009 sale.  See Ann Bont if 

interested. 

 Produce!!!   We will need lots of product to 

fill our larger space. 

 Remember!  To participate in the sale, you 

must be a Woodland Weavers and Spinners 

member in good standing, with dues paid as of 

the October, 2008 guild meeting.  You are also 

required to work a minimum of 6 hours.  If 

you would like to participate, but are unable to 

work at the sale, please contact a member of 

the TAM committee as son as possible.  There 

are many pre-sale tasks you can work on!  

 Artist contracts, inventory sheets, sales tags, 

and work schedules will be available at the 

October guild meeting. 

 Members of your TAM 

committee are Rebecca 

Kugele, Julia Daniels, Liz 

Oppewal, Betty Christians, 

Laurie Angell, Rita Petteys, 

and Ann Bont.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guild Retreats 

Plan Ahead 
 

November 1, 2008 

March 7, 2009 

April 25, 2009 
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