W OODLAND
Weavers & Spinners Guild

November 2008 Season 2008-09, No. 4
H weaving rag rugs for donation to the Habitat
/ Next Meeti ng \ OltjhrBD ye Iggh D?jys for Humanity people through their new Fam-
Wi ryan schnneider- ily Support Coordinator. Information avail-
Monday’ November 3 able from Laurie Angell.
7:00 PM Thomas.

Speaker:
Juliane Anderson
oKnitting Yarn

7:00 PM
Trinity Congregational Church
2725 4 Mile Rd NW

5:30 PM

Supper with Juliane
&at Bennigans. See below/
Knitting Yarns for
Weaving

At our November 3 meeting we will
welcome Juliane Anderson from the
Threadbender Yarn Shop. She will share
how weavers can creatively use knitting
yarns to successfully create woven goods.

If you have any knitting yarn that you
want to try using in weaving and about which
you have questions, bring it with you to the
meeting.

Juliane will also bring items from The
Threadbender for us to purchase. So bring
your money with you!

We will be meeting Juliane at Benni-
gans on Alpine at 5:15 PM before the meet-
ing. Anyone who wishes to join us, please
contact Julia Daniels.—(616)887-9007 or
imaweaver2004(@yahoo.com.

Pre-Meeting Program
Committee

I would like to meet with the program
committee at 6:30 p.m. (or as soon as we
finish at Bennigans and can get to the
Church). Please bring any information you
have collected on speakers for the 2009-2010
year. Any members who have ideas to share
are welcome to join us.

Thanks,

Julia Daniels

Coming up this November 15, a dye
workshop with Bryan Schneider-Thomas at
his studio in Kent City. More info will be
available at our November meeting. We usu-
ally meet at Bryan's studio at 9:00 AM and
coptinue until d 2:00,PM. Jnclyded in
tl?!:l$3§‘ tlfl:]e areat{ﬁf}:d yeé yg)/u i:v/lil us t(‘)iﬁéom-
plete your project, plus pizza for lunch.

We have also scheduled a dye workshop
with Bryan for Saturday April 18, 2009

Since this is a popular event, we ask that
you sign up for your preferred time and then
put your name on the waiting list for your
second choice. We want to give everyone
interested an equal opportunity to attend.

Please contact Linda Blue at 363-0622
or email Lgb1242@aol.com to sign up or if
you have questions.

Spinning Study
Group

meets at City Knitting at 7:30 on Mon-
day, November 17. Contact Diane Vander-
Pol (dvpo@calvin.edu or 940-2955) for di-
rections or more information.

Tote Bags &
Rag Rugs

Two Reminders

First, the guild has zippered cloth bags/
totes available for purchase at the guild meet-
ing for $15.00 each. Perfect for carrying
weaving/spinning/knitting/felting/etc. sup-
plies.

Second, anytime is a good time for

Greater Lansing Weavers Guild

Annual Sale
Nov. 14-15
Edgewood United Church,
East Lansing.
(469 N. Hagadorn Road)

Hours are noon to 9 p.m. Friday and 9 to 4
p.m. Saturday. This is a juried sale of
handwoven items such as baskets, rugs,
table linens, scarves, ornaments and jew-
elry. Visa and MasterCard are welcome.

Lange Workshop
Results Needed

I'm working on a PowerPoint presenta-
tion of the Trish Lange workshop many of
attended in early October. I would like to
take photos of finished yardage and pieces
from that workshop. If you attended the
workshop and have completed yardage or
clothing pieces, it would be great if you
would bring them to the November guild
meeting at which time photos could be taken
for use in the presentation. Feel free to share
any questions or comments with me.

Thanks.

d Clara Carroll

cccl11357@yahoo.com

New Greenville Store

New fiber artisan store opens in
Greenville! Yarn 2 Spin is owned by guild
member Teresa Janzen and carries an ex-
panding assortment of fibers, roving, and
yarn including dyed merino and corriedale,
natural shetland, jacob, targhee, alpaca, an-
gora and more. Also available—hard-to-find
items in stock such as: Gaywool Dyes, Felt-
ing Forms, Bombay Silk, Mohair, Silk Han-
kies and Bamboo.

Yarn 2 Spin is a dealer for Louet and
Kromski and has several wheels and table
looms in stock. The new store also accepts
handspun yarn and finished products for sale
on consignment.

Located inside The Nut House Shops at
420 S Lafayette St. in Greenville, MI and
open Tues/Thurs from 12 - 8pm and Fri/Sat
from 10 - 4pm. 10% discount to guild
members.

French Angora Buck
For sale: 1 four month old REW French
Angora Buck with pedigree and 1 three
month old REW English Angora Buck
with pedigree. $40 each. Teresa Janze
616-648-1795.
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From the President...

What Do You Want
to Weave?

Remember when we were 6 or 7
years old and the ultimate authority, the
sure way to win our point was the phrase,
“my teacher said...”? Well our November
speaker, Juliane Anderson, is myweaving
teacher. I remember starting out; her first
question, “What do you want to weave?” |
had been on the waiting list for months or
maybe even a year. [ knew I had been
storing my grandmother’s loom in the
basement for decades, and I was eager to
get started.

I had the loom because when I was 6
or 7 I had spent the better part of a summer
in Jersey City, New Jersey with that grand-
mother. I couldn’t play outside in the
neighborhood because it “wasn’t safe”. As
a small town child from western Minne-
sota I didn’t really know what that meant,
but [ was OK with it. I couldn’t practice
the piano, because (Oh joy!) she didn’t
have a piano. The loom bench was compa-
rable, and with Grandma Terry pushing the
treadles, I could throw the shuttle, pull the
beater and something happenett’s hard
to describe how exulting, how magical,
this was. In the hour or so I could have
been practicing piano with no visible re-
sult, we could weave enough that we had
to advance the warpeveral times. Neither
of us can remember exactly what she was
weaving that summer, but I recall that
turquoise and orange both figured promi-
nently in my color selection. Fifteen or
twenty years later, when Terry and my
grandfather decided to sell their house and
move to Florida, she gave me the loom. A
few children, a divorce, a few moves later,
it’s around the year 2000, my name hits
the top of the list and I’m standing in
Threadbender, Julie’s shop.

“What do you want to weave?”” Gulp.
Ahhh, I just remember sitting at a loom. I
just want to weave, I never really thought
about “what’” I looked around the store.
There were beautiful multi-colored blan-
kets on every table. “One of those,” I said.
Julie gulped, and explained as best she
could to a novice, how those blankets had
been woven with the use of a spool rack
and had some really huge number of col-
ors, BUT, she could help me weave some-
thing like them. She asked, as only a gifted
teacher can, what I liked about what I was
seeing. In short order I had selected a num-
ber of cones of Harrisville wools, she had
offered a short course in drafting, and be-
fore long I was weaving my first project, a
double-width wool blanket. Its still one of
my favorites.

Julie has a particular gift for helping
her students (or at least this one), plunge
headlong into the unknown. I think it was
within my first year of weaving that Hand-
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woven published a beautifully complex multi
-colored overshot scarf. I said I wanted to use
that pattern to weave a table covering, in
chenille. Now “everyone knows” that che-
nille and overshot do not belong, ever, in the
same sentence, because it “worms.” Julie
had none of these gloomy predictions, just
reminding me to use unmercerized cotton for
the warp and tabby, and to beat firmly. That
cloth has been appropriated by my husband
for his office and the only “worms” were
those caused by the cats — who take particu-
lar pleasure in pleasuring themselves atop
every handwoven I’ve ever made.

Julie guided me through twills, summer
and winter, bound weave, repp weave —
whatever I could find or dream up, she was
ready to help design. I’ve taken lots of semi-
nars and workshops but I, at least, have only
one weaving teacher. So the next time some-
one asks, “What do you want to weave?” go
ask Julie, she can help you out.

And remembering those blankets with
all those colors—for more on the beautiful
colors of Harrisville, consider signing up for
the Tom Jipson Workshop coming in the
spring of 2009.

0 Liz Oppewal

Minutes of Guild Meeting
October 6, 2008

Program: Trish Lange

Trish told us about her journey into pro-
duction weaving. She showed slides and
brought samples of her garments. Guild
members who had been able to attend the
three-day weaving workshop she taught
shared ideas.

Business Meeting

Liz Oppewal chaired the meeting. She
welcomed visitors, reminded us to pick up
our new directories, and asked us to sign up
for an evening of hospitality and treat duty.
Liz thanked Bob Meyering for his willing-
ness to create the directory.

Treasurer Rebecca Kugele reported a bal-
ance of $5212.34 in our account.

Discussion continued on the topic of pur-
chasing a loom in memory of Inara Kalna-
raups.

An ad hoc committee of Susan Elliot,
Gabriela Minnharr-Tomatis, and Nancy
Laferriere reported. Their suggestion is that
the guild not increase dues at this time, but
recruit new members and step up fund rais-
ing instead. Their report was accepted by the
guild, and Liz thanked them for their prompt
work.

Paula De Young, Julie Daniels, and Barb
Van Dyke are continuing work on the guild’s
50th anniversary celebration.

Michigan League of Handweavers
Betty Christians single handedly wove ten
yards of fabric at the Fallasburg Fall Festival.
At the fall retreat we will cut this up and send
the resulting 3-inch squares to MLH so they

can be part of the January newsletter. The
guild extends its thanks to Betty. (Guild
members who have mats and cutters are in-
vited to bring them to the fall retreat.)

Next month Judy Pulver will report on the
work of the committee responsible for
Woodland Weavers and Spinners contribu-
tion to the 50th anniversary celebration of the
Michigan League of Handweavers.

Guild Sale

Betty Christians reported for the sale com-
mittee. The sale will be December 5 and 6 at
the Prince Conference Center at Calvin Col-
lege. Hours Friday will be 5-8 p.m., and
Saturday 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Sign-up sheets are ready for setting up and
working the sale. Bookmarks and postcards
are available for distribution. Tags to attach
to products are also available at 20 for $1.
(Prices for all goods should be set by the
artist.)

The sale committee reminds members that
participants in the sale have to be members
by October 1, that they need to work several
hours at the sale, that they should read the
sales guidelines in the directory, and that
they need to tag all item with fiber content
information, as well as washing instructions.

Directive to all members: MAKE STUFF.
Publicize the sale!

Coming Attractions

Fiber Retreats have been scheduled for
November 1, March 7, and April 25. Price
for each is $25 which includes two meals.
Retreats run from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and are
held at the Christian Reformed Conference
Grounds on the shore of Lake Michigan. All
members are encouraged to spend all or part
of the day working on some fiber activity.
See Linda Blue for details.

Tom Jipson has been scheduled to do a
workshop the first weekend in May on Color
and Color Interaction in Weaving. He will
also be presenting the program at the May 5
guild meeting. Sign-up sheets are currently
available.

Linda Blue indicated she is trying to line
up Bryan Schneider-Thomas for dyeing
workshops in November and April. (These
will occur November 15 and April 25. See
Linda for signing up and details.)
Miscellaneous Notes

Betty Christian won the 50-50 drawing.

Show and Tell participants included Julie
Daniels, Laurie Angell, Al Buning, and
Marlene Stiles

Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Jager, Secretary



Craftsanity Podcast

Jennifer Ackerman-Haywood, GR Press
reporter and former guild member has a new
website from which she offers a podcast
about arts, crafts, and creativity. It's called
“craftsanity.” The site can be found at
“www.craftsanity.com.” The podcasts are
about the crafts and hobbies she has featured
in her column in the GR Press. For example,
Craft Sanity Episode 20Three Weavers
Convergeis a conversation Jennifer recorded
at Convergence 2006.

Thanks to Paula DeYoung for the infor-
mation.

WOODLAND
Weavers & Spinners Guild

on the web at wwas.org or
woodlandweaversandspinners.com

With so many people using wireless telephones, what are we going to do with all

the ol

d

di
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phones

and cords? Her

from the Museum of Telecommunication in Frankfurt . (Thanks to Jackie Fisher for
the photo idea.)
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