
WW&S Newsletter, Nov. 2008ð   

 

December 2008   Season 2008-09, No. 5 

Next Meeting  
Monday, December 1  

7:00 PM 
 

Christmas Dinner  

& 
Gift Exchange  

 
7:00 PM 

Trinity Congregational Church 
2725 4 Mile Rd NW 

You Can Help! 
The secret to a successful sale is public-

ity.  Please mail or e-mail lots of postcards 

and talk this event up with your friends/

acquaintances. 

We are always looking for ways to mar-

ket/display our work.  Be thinking of ways to 

best feature your work and bring any inter-

esting props on Friday morning of the sale.  

Consider joining the Textile Arts Mar-

ket (TAM) committee.  There will be two 

vacancies for the 2009 sale.  See Ann Bont if 

interested. 

Produce!!!   We will need lots of 

product to fill our larger space. 

 

Rules and ñStuffò You Should 

Know 
To participate in the sale, you must 

be a Woodland Weavers and Spinners 

member in good standing, with dues 

paid as of the October, 2008 guild meet-

ing.  You are also required to work a 

minimum of 6 hours. 

Artist contracts, inventory sheets, 

sales tags, and work schedules will be 

available at the December guild meeting. 

Merchandise must be delivered to 

the Prince Conference Center between 

9:00 AM and 12:00 noon on Friday, 

December 5.  Unsold merchandise must 

be picked up between 4:30 PM and 6:30 

PM on Saturday, December 6.  Please 

allow time for the check-in and check-

out procedure.  All merchandise must be 

tagged with a WWS tag or your own tag 

that contains the same information and 

has a tear-off portion.  When you deliver 

your merchandise, please have a signed 

contract and a competed inventory sheet. 

PLEASE ï only one item per line 

on the inventory sheet.  Also bring a 

stamped, self-addressed envelope in 

which your check can be mailed to you. 

Members of your TAM committee 

are Rebecca Kugele, Julia Daniels, Liz 

Oppewal, Betty Christians, Laurie An-

gell, Rita Petteys, Catherine Adas, and 

Ann Bont. 

 

What to Bring for the  
Christmas Dinner  
If you are willing and able to bring a 

dish for the Christmas dinner, hereôs sug-

gested division of labor 

Last Name AðD:  Entrée  

Last Name EðK:  Dessert    

Last Name LðR:  Appetizer    

Last Name SðZ:  Salad 

This is a suggested order.  If you would 

prefer to bring something outside your group, 

feel free to do so. 

   

What to Bring for the  
Christmas Gift  

If you wish to participate in the gift-

giving, bring a gift to give and you will re-

ceive.  Handmade items are always appreci-

ated, items connected in some way to fiber 

work are appropriate, or something nice, 

funny, useful, or not, can also be brought.  If 

you buy a gift, suggested price limits are 

$5.00-10.00, (unless you are bringing a gift 

for a man, which, since we have so few in the 

guild, should be valued at around $30-$50).  

Our next guild meet-

ing is prior to our 

Textile Arts Market.  

We have the opportu-

nity on Monday eve-

ning for questions, 

advice,  and sugges-

tions concerning ma-

terials, items for sale, 

pricing, working at 

the sale, or any other 

related matters. 

Textile Arts Market ó08 
Friday, December 5,  5:00 PM ï 8:00 PM 

  Saturday, December 6, 10:00 AM ï 4:30 PM  

Willow Room West,  Prince Conference Center,  

Calvin College 
Featured artist - potter Linda Ippel  
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at Bryan Schneider-Thomas' Studio in 

Kent City. By now we all should have seen 

the results of our own efforts of dying 

fiber, fabric or yarn. Bryan gave advice to 

us all, whether we were first timers or had 

been there before.   

Bryan has graciously agreed to a sec-

ond dye workshop, scheduled April 18, 

2009.  If you are interested in taking it 

there are still a couple of openings in this 

workshop that fills up quickly. There is a 

limit of ten people in this workshop. 

 

Looking ahead. 

We do have a weaving workshop 

scheduled with Tom Jipson, of Harrisville 

Yarns, scheduled for the first weekend in 

May (May 2&3, 2009).  The workshop 

will emphasize the Interaction of Color 

using the lovely wool yarns from Harris-

ville Yarns.   

There is a $20 materials fee above the 

cost of the workshop.  The cost of the 

workshop is to be announced  later.  (We 

have to consider travel costs etc. when 

determining the fees for  workshop partici-

pants).  At present, we have ten signed up. 

We have room for four more.  If interested 

in either workshop, contact Linda Blue 

(363-0622) or Lgb1242@aol.com  

 

Retreats:   

We all enjoyed our wonderful day at 

the Fantastic Fall Fiber Retreat the first 

Saturday in November.  Coming up are 

two more retreats, our Early Spring Fiber 

Retreat, scheduled for March 7, 2009.  

And our Late Spring Retreat, set for April 

25.  Sign up sheets will be at the upcoming 

meetings. Or call Linda (363-0622). 

Linda Blue 

_________________________ 

Guild Meeting  
Minutes  

November 3, 2008  
 

Program:  Julie Anderson 

 Julie discussed using knitting yarns for 

hand-woven fabrics.  She covered how 

hand knitting yarns can give drape and 

softness.  They also can add texture, un-

usual fiber composition, and unexpected 

color.  Since Julie brought many samples 

from The Threadbender, guild members 

had the opportunity to see and touch many 

new and unusual yarns.  

 

Business Meeting 

 Liz Oppewal chaired the meeting.  She 

welcomed several visitors (Sarah Jasman, 

Marcia Skinner, and Bonnie Broadwater) 

as well as Julie Anderson, a former mem-

ber of the guild.  

 Treasurer Rebecca Kugele reported a 

balance of $3645.91 in our account.  The 

minutes of the October meeting as printed 

From the President 

The Season for 
Thanks  

I know its a cliché of the season, but I've 

been feeling very thankful these days. I am, 

first of all, thankful for YOU, my fellow 

WW&S guild members who continue to 

inform, inspire, challenge and educate me. I 

am thankful for Betty and her church, who 

give us a place to meet. And even for the 

local west Michigan freeways, that help us 

all get there safely, whatever the weather. I 

am thankful for Bea and Marlene, who labor 

so graciously to provide hospitality, and 

Paula who has turned over-achiever and do-

nated her retirement time to Hearts and 

Flowers and History (with Mary Bartnick ) 

and the 50th Anniversary committee.   

I appreciate the zesty and occasionally 

mordant humor and comments from Susan 

and Gabriella, as well as the kind, steady and 

tireless service from Linda Blue as workshop 

and retreat coordinator. What a blessing 

we've had from Arlene, our current past 

president, who found and promoted our out-

standing retreat site, and her daughter 

Tabitha, a gifted knitter who keeps us young.   

There are so many people who contrib-

ute their time and expertise to the guild; Ann 

Bont who has so joyfully and effectively 

resurrected the sale committee, and who 

pulls along our drafting study group; Marga-

ret who has stepped up as secretary; Rebecca 

& Betty who are sharing the treasurer's of-

fice, and Julia Daniels who is in line for my 

job next year. I always look forward to 

Jochen soliciting my $2.00 for the 50/50 

raffle and Joni who has been managing 

"Show and Tell."   

Though I have thus far resisted the im-

pulse to add spinning to my already over-

stuffed fiber life, I know that Diane Vander-

Pol has spent years nurturing the Spinning 

group, just as Bob Meyering has made sure 

we have a newsletter every month.  I person-

ally very much appreciate Ginny Kuilema for 

letting me pass on our semi-permanent loaner 

loom (thanks to Anna Greidanus!), and for 

putting up with my fumbling attempts to 

describe how it works.   

I am also thankful for many unnamed 

present and past members who have contrib-

uted so much. Perhaps, in this holiday sea-

son, we can let each other know what we 

appreciate about their presence in our lives. 

Please consider also, bringing a contribution 

towards the guild purchase of a workshop 

loom in memory of Inara Kalnaraups, a 

warm and gracious weaver who shared boun-

tifully with all those of us fortunate enough 

to know her.  

 

December meeting: 

We seem to have run out of postcards to 

send to friends and relative to promote our 

Textile Arts Market, so please send out the 

electronic version or feel free to develop 

what you can to let them know. If you do 

have some undistributed cards, please get 

them to Mary Ippel as soon as you can.  

We have another traditional meeting 

coming up, our annual holiday party.  Please 

call Bea or Marlene if you are willing to help 

with set up and/or tear down. I expect you 

will find your expected pot-luck contribution 

somewhere in this newsletter. We also en-

courage everyone to participate in our annual 

gift exchange. Bring a wrapped, inexpensive, 

preferably fiber-related, something to the 

meeting. These will be numbered and redis-

tributed after the meal. 

 

[The editor wishes to express his own thanks 

for the work of all guild presidents, and espe-

cially the current one.  Thank you!] 

________________________________ 

Spinning Study 
Group  

The Spinning Study group will meet on 

December 15 at 7:30 p.m. at City Knitting.  

This will be our only meeting in December 

(even though there are five Mondays in De-

cember).  Please bring some holiday treats to 

the December meeting!  Contact Diane Van-

derPol at 940-2055 or dvpo@calvin.edu if 

you need more information. 

__________________________________ 

Workshop  
Information.  

On Saturday, Nov. 15, several people 

from the guild took part in a Dye Workshop 

Textile Arts Market  
Many Hands Will  

Make It Work  
We still have several openings for 

workers at the sale.   

Friday, December 5 from 5:00 - 8:00 

p.m.  We have only 5 people signed up for 

this slot.  We need 5 more members to sign 

up.  We also need a weaver and inkle loom 

with weaver attached.  

Saturday, December 6 from 10:00 

a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  We need at least 3 more 

workers and a weaver and inkle loom with 

weaver attached. 

Saturday, December 6 from 1:00 

p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  We are still in need of one 

worker and a weaver and inkle loom with 

weaver attached! 

Remember that we ask each person 

with items in the sale to commit to work 6 

hours. And those without items, please join 

in too. 

All profits go to support our guild. 

The sign up sheets will be at the De-

cember meeting, or you can contact Julia 

Daniels.  (616)887-9007, or imaweaver2004 

@yahoo.com Thank you,.   

Julie Daniels 
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Membership Book Update  
 

Lori Schutte 

2030 72nd street sw 

Byron Center, MI, 49315 

lbschutte@att.com  

in the newsletter were accepted.  

 Paula De Young, Julie Daniels, and Barb 

Van Dyke are continuing work on the guildôs 

50th anniversary celebration.  Their report 

showed evidence of their discussion.  A cou-

ple suggestions included a spring luncheon/

fashion show and an exhibit at a local gallery 

such as the UICA.  They are looking for 

feedback from guild members.  

 

Michigan League of Handweavers 

 Liz thanked Betty Christians for her will-

ingness to research a pattern, warp a loom, 

and weave ten yards of fabric for the January 

MLH newsletter.  Several guild members 

helped measure and cut it at the retreat last 

Saturday, so our samples are ready for mail-

ing to MLH.  

 Judy Pulver reported for the committee 

responsible for our exhibit at the MLH con-

ference at Hope College in August.  After 

some discussion about possible exhibits, the 

guild members present voted to continue this 

exhibit along a Barbie doll/rock and roll 

theme. The committee continues to value 

feedback from guild members.  

 Guild members interested in the summer 

MLH workshops (August 5-7) and confer-

ence topics (August 8-9) at Hope College 

should check the MLH website.  There are 

great opportunities awaiting our exploration! 

 

Guild Sale 

 Betty Christians reported for the sale com-

mittee.  The sale will be December 5 and 6 at 

the Prince Conference Center at Calvin Col-

lege.  Hours Friday will be 5-8 p.m., and 

Saturday 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.   

 Sign-up sheets are ready for setting up and 

working the sale.  Bookmarks and postcards 

are available for distribution.  Tags to attach 

to products are also available at 20 for $1.  

(Prices for all goods should be set by the 

artist.)  Inventory sheets and contracts are 

also ready for guild members preparing ma-

terials for sale.  

 The sale committee again reminds mem-

bers that participants in the sale have to be 

members by October 1, that they need to 

work several hours at the sale, that they 

should read the sales guidelines in the direc-

tory, and that they need to tag all item with 

fiber content information, as well as washing 

instructions.   

 Directive to all members:  MAKE STUFF.  

PUBLICIZE THE SALE! 

 Guild members who have pictures of 

Inara are asked to bring them to the Decem-

ber meeting so they can be included in a 

tribute to her and her work at the sale.   

 The sale committee is expecting two 

openings beginning in December.  Guild 

members who are interested should speak up! 

 

Coming Attractions 

 Fiber Retreats have been scheduled for 

March 7, and April 25.  Price for each is $25 

which includes two meals.  Retreats run from 

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and are held at the Christian 

Reformed Conference Grounds on the shore 

of Lake Michigan.  All members are encour-

aged to spend all or part of the day working 

on some fiber activity.  See Linda Blue for 

details.  

 Tom Jipson has been scheduled to do a 

workshop the first weekend in May on Color 

and Color Interaction in Weaving.  He will 

also be presenting the program at the May 5 

guild meeting.  Sign-up sheets are currently 

available. 

 Bryan Schneider-Thomas will be offering 

a second dye workshop in his studio on April 

18.  This cost is $25, which includes dyes, 

application materials, desired advice, and 

lunch.  

 Guild members are invited to knit together 

on five Saturday mornings this winter.  Dates 

are January 31, February 14 & 28, and March 

14 & 28.  Meetings will be held at Boston 

Square Christian Reformed Church from 

10:00 a.m. to about noon.  There is no 

charge. 

 

Miscellaneous Notes  
 Clara Carroll alerted us to the recent death 

of Lansing-area fellow weaver Alice Gris-

wold last week at the age of 97.   

 Betty Christians and Nancy Laferriere won 

the 50-50 drawing.   

 Show and Tell participants included Julie 

Daniels, Laurie Angell, Nancy Laferriere, 

Bea McKenney, Susan Johnson, Teressa 

Janzen, Jackie Fisher, Liz Oppewal, Mary 

Ippel, Tabitha Tiemeyer, Joni Rosen, and 

Linda Blue. 

 Decemberôs meeting will be our traditional 

potluck meeting with a small-item gift ex-

change for those interested in participating.  

We will also be taking contributions for the 

guild purchase of a workshop loom in Inaraôs 

memory.  Check the newsletter for details.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Margaret Jager, Secretary 

For the first time in the his-

tory of the Chicago Art Insti-

tute, nearly all of its unparal-

leled tapestry collection is 

featured in a spectacular pres-

entation. After decades in 

storage, these monumental 

artworks were subject to one 

of the largest tapestry conser-

vation projects ever under-

taken by a private workshop. 

Freshly conserved to their full splendor, The Divine Art's 70 masterpieces will only be on view 

for two months and then will return to storage, so be sure to catch these majestic works at their 

bestðdazzling the eye beyond expectation.  

www.artic.edu/aic/collections/exhibitions/divineart/index 

The web page includes a link to ñTapestry Design and Weaving.ò 

www.artic.edu/aic/collections/exhibitions/divineart/tapdesign 

The Divine Art: Four Centuries of European Tapestries 

Congratulations to guild member Jochen 

Ditterich who was featured in an article, 

Sunday, Nov. 22, in the  GR Press: 

ñWeaver enjoys sharing knowledge.ò 

http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/exhibitions/divineart/index
http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/exhibitions/divineart/tapdesign

