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Report from Ann Bont 

 

Betty Christians took the prize for Best 

Towel with a gift certificate from Fieldôs 

Fabrics.   

Thank you to guest artist Linda Ippel 

for judging items at the sale and to Laurie 

Angell for soliciting prizes and designing the 

prize ribbons. 

A big thank you to all who participated 

by providing merchandise, hauling display 

materials, setting up and arranging, working 

the sale, and getting the word out to family, 

friends, co-workers.  A special thank you to 

Prince Conference Center who doubled our 

space free of charge!  The people at Prince 

have been wonderful to work with! 

(Continued on page 2) 

Textile Arts Market ó08 
 

In spite of nasty weather, the Textile 

Arts Market was very successful!  Gross 

sales totaled about $7000!  Not bad for a 

very wintry weekend. 

Congratulations to those who won 

prizes at the sale:  Mary Ippel took Best of 

Show with her gray cape, winning a generous 

gift certificate from Threadbender;   

Julie Daniels won Best Use of Color 

with one of her double weave chenille 

scarves, winning  a gift certificate from 

Fieldôs and a skein of yarn from Yarn Hol-

low (thank you Rita Petteys!). 
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Next Meeting  
Monday, January 5  

7:00 PM 
 

Weaving Hints and  
Helpful Tools  

with  
Jochen Ditterich 

 
7:00 PM 

Trinity Congregational Church 
2725 4 Mile Rd NW 

On January 5th,  

Jochen Ditterich will speak on Weav-

ing Hints and Helpful Tools.  He requests we 

all bring our questions and problems and he 

will try to give advise on solutions.  If you 

have tools whose use is unknown, please 

bring them with you.   

Jochen also says, ñI would like to have a 

Swedish bobbin winder.  They are blue and 

made out of medal.  If someone could bring 

one, that would be great.ò  

Members of the guild will meet with 

Jochen at 5:15 p.m. at Bennigans on Alpine 

before the meeting.  If you would like to join, 

please contact Julia Daniels so that reserva-

tions can be made. 

Additional Information:  Jochen is 

providing two weaving workshops in June 

and July.  The first Workshop is June 15 - 18.  

The second is July 27ð30. Classes are from 

9:30am till 3:00 pm., at the Franciscan Life 

Process Center, 11650 Downes St., Lowell. 

MI. 49331-9489.  Ph.616-897-7842.   You 

must register through the Franciscan Center, 

who will also inform you of the cost.   

 

Program Committee 
Meets Monday Eve  

The program committee for the 2009-

2010 year will meet at 6:30 on Monday, 

January 5.  Please bring all information on 

possible programs.  Anyone who has ideas 

and would like to join us, please do.  Thank 

you. 

ðJulie Daniels 
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Another thank you goes to Joni Rosen, 

Mary Ellen Gedris, and Margaret Jager, who 

will be joining the ô09 Textile Arts Commit-

tee. 

Your comments and suggestions are 

always welcome.  Please share your thoughts 

with a committee member. 

  Thanks from  your ô08 TAM commit-

tee: Rebecca Kugele, Julia Daniels, Liz Op-

pewal, Betty Christians, Laurie Angell, Rita 

Petteys, and Ann Bont. 

_______________________________ 

 

Workshops, Retreats, 
and More for 2009  
Happy New Year to all.  Hope you are 

all recovering from the busy holiday excite-

ment. Looking ahead to 2009 opportunities. 

January & February: no planned work-

shops.  This would give you the time to 

check out your stash & start a new project or 

get to that one you have been thinking about 

for a while.  

March:  Our Late Winter Retreat is 

scheduled for March 7, 2009.  If you are new 

to the guild & have not come to a retreat on 

the (now frozen) shores of Lake Michigan, 

please consider joining us.  Check with Ar-

lene Tiemeyer or Linda Blue for more infor-

mation. 

April:  Scheduled for April 18, 2009 is a 

Dye Workshop with Bryan Schneider-

Thomas.  

Information will be available at our Jan. 

meeting for those that need a refresher or 

want to try it out for the first time. 

Another Spring Retreat is offered on 

April 25.  We love the day at the CRC Con-

ference Grounds on Lake Michigan. Located 

north of Holland, & south of Grand Haven. 

May:  A weaving workshop with Tom 

Jipson (from Harrisville NH)  The focus is 

Color Interaction ( using the lovely Harris-

ville Wool Yarns).  There are 2 openings left 

in this workshop. The date is May 1-3. 

Opportunities Available Dur-

ing the Summer Months 
 Jochen Ditterich is offering weeklong 

weaving classes at the Franciscan Center.  

This is scheduled during the summer months.  

There should be more information coming 

with exact dates/costs. 

Also coming in the month of August is 

MLH Workshops with nationally recognized  

instructors in their field of expertise.  Please 

check out the opportunities available.  Cathy 

McCarthy or Ann Bont may have more info 

available. 

Also in August is the Michigan Fiber 

Fest.  There are lots of fiber related work-

shops or seminars available.  Diane Vander-

Pol should have information coming soon. 

Hope your schedule can let you partici-

pate in one or more of the workshops or re-

treats.   

ðLinda  Blue, Workshop Chair 

Words from the Presidenté. 

ñThe Loom of Yearsò 
I love the massive snowfalls weôve had this winter, the excuse to stay close to my fireplace 

and my looms, the possibility of ñhaving to stay homeò.  Iôm fortunate to have many family 

members who brave the elements to come to me, and the opportunity and good health to visit 

others, who cannot travel just now.  I also I get a bit nostalgic with the holiday season and the 

passing of the year ï and was fortunate to find this poem  The Loom of Years by  Alfred Noyes, 

which might be familiar to many of you: 

 
In the light of the silent stars that shine on the struggling sea,  

In the weary cry of the wind and the whisper of flower and tree,  

Under the breath of laughter, deep in the tide of tears,  

I hear the Loom of the Weaver that weaves the Web of Years.  

  

The leaves of the winter wither and sink in the forest mould  

To colour the flowers of April with purple and white and gold:  

Light and scent and music die and are born again  

In the heart of a grey-haired woman who wakes in a world of pain.  

  

The hound, the fawn, and the hawk, and the doves that croon and coo,  

We are all one woof of the weaving and the one warp threads us through,  

One flying cloud on the shuttle that carries our hopes and fears  

As it goes throô the Loom of the Weaver that weaves the Web of Years.  

  
The green uncrumpling fern and the rustling dewdrenched rose  

Pass with our hearts to the Silence where the wings of music close,  

Pass and pass to the Timeless that never a moment mars,  

Pass and pass to the Darkness that made the suns and stars.  

  

Has the soul gone out in the Darkness? Is the dust sealed from sight?  

Ah, hush, for the woof of the ages returns throô the warp of the night!  

Never that shuttle loses one thread of our hopes and fears,  

As it comes throô the Loom of the Weaver that weaves the Web of Years.  

  
O, woven in one wide Loom throô the throbbing weft of the whole,  

One in spirit and flesh, one in body and soul,  

Thoô the leaf were alone in its falling, the bird in its hour to die,  

The heart in its muffled anguish, the sea in its mournful cry,  

  

One with the flower of a day, one with the withered moon  

One with the granite mountains that melt into the noon  

One with the dream that triumphs beyond the light of the spheres,  

We come from the Loom of the Weaver that weaves the Web of Years. 

 

Looking forward to seeing all of you as we share our love for this wonderful craft in the 

new year. 

ðLiz Oppewal 

Weaving Teacher 
Needed 

Yarn 2 Spin Fiber Artisan Store is 

looking for a weaving instructor to teach at 

the shop in Greenville.  I am continuing to 

expand the selection of looms and weaving 

items available, but as I am a very novice 

weaver myself, I need someone with more 

expertise to teach.  email Teresa Janzen if 

you are interested.  ayarn2spin@yahoo.com  

I am also accepting items on consign-

ment to sell in The Green Village Gift Shop, 

which is in the same building as Yarn 2 Spin.  

Please email Teresa at yarn2spin@yahoo. 

com for more information. 

Inkle Loom Needs 
Home 

I am still trying to find a good home for 

an inkle loom. Free!   Contact:  Rita Swartz, 

ritamswartz@yahoo.com 
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Minutes --Dec 1, 2008 
Program:  Annual Christmas Potluck 

In spite of the ñfrightfulò weather, mem-

bers enjoyed each otherôs company at a deli-

cious potluck, followed by show-and-tell, a 

short business meeting, and a gift exchange.  

Business Meeting 

 Liz Oppewal chaired the meeting.  She 

thanked Bea McKenney and Marlene Stiles 

for setting up our dinner.   

Jochen Ditterich, who will present Janu-

aryôs program, asked guild members to bring 

ñunknownò weaving instruments and yarns 

to the meeting.  He also invited weavers to 

bring/share weaving problems they were 

encountering.  He mentioned two workshops 

he will be teaching at the Franciscan Life 

Process Center this summer (June 15-18 and 

July 27-30), as well as his involvement in a 

workshop at the MLH conference.  Guild 

members enjoyed the recent article about 

Jochen and his work in the Grand Rapids 

Press.  

The guild took a collection to finance a 

guild loom to be purchased in memory of 

Inara Kalnaraups.  In all $344 was collected.   

Liz reported that guild member Kathy 

Rowe Drescher is now under hospice care.  

Kathy Kolenda is her primary care giver at 

this time.   

Michigan League of Handweavers 

MLH will hold a class for new weavers 

at its conference at Hope College in August.  

We have been asked to help sponsor a new 

weaver.  The guild is enthusiastic about this 

opportunity!  Thanks to Ann Bont for push-

ing this class.   

Guild Sale 

Ann Bont made a final committee report 

before the sale.  Details for dropping off 

merchandise and picking it up were dis-

cussed.  The committee is looking for two 

new members for next year. 

Coming Attractions 

Fiber Retreats have been scheduled for 

March 7, and April 25.  Price for each is $25 

which includes two meals.  Retreats run from 

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and are held at the Christian 

Reformed Conference Grounds on the shore 

of Lake Michigan.  All members are encour-

aged to spend all or part of the day working 

on some fiber activity.  See Linda Blue for 

details.  

Tom Jipson has been scheduled to do a 

workshop the first weekend in May on Color 

and Color Interaction in Weaving.  He will 

also be presenting the program at the May 5 

guild meeting.  Sign-up sheets are currently 

available. 

Bryan Schneider-Thomas will be offer-

ing a second dye workshop in his studio on 

April 18.  This cost is $25, which includes 

dyes, application materials, desired advice, 

and lunch.  

Guild members are invited to knit to-

gether on five Saturday mornings this winter.  

Dates are January 17 & 31, February 14 & 

28, and March 14 & 28.  Meetings will be 

held at Boston Square Christian Reformed 

Church from 10:00 a.m. to about noon.  

There is no charge. 

Miscellaneous Notes  
Barb Van Dyke alerted the group to a 

delightful quilt exhibit at the Art Museum in 

Traverse City.   

Liz Oppewal won the 50-50 drawing.   

Show and Tell participants included 

Kathy Bowler, Rebecca Kugele, Arlene Tie-

meyer, Judy Pulver, and Betty Christians.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Margaret Jager, Secretary 

________________________________ 

 

Thank You Note  
I would like the guild to know that Mary 

Ippel generously donated five dish towels for 

Habitat for Humanity.  Thank you so much 

Mary; they will be delivered today.  I will 

donate a few place mats also.   

In the coming months, please remember 

our guild's involvement in this worthy cause. 

Make a rug or other household item for Habi-

tat.  It is better to give than to receive!   

I want also to express the warm and 

fuzzies I felt during the Textile Arts Market.  

It is so good to be part of a fun and creative 

and loving group.  It is wonderful to see our 

guild grow. Thanks to all and Happy New 

Year!   

ðLaurie Angell 

__________________________________ 

 

Spinning  
The Spinning Study Group will meet at 

City Knitting in Eastown at 7:30 p.m. on 

Monday, January 19.  Contact Diane Vander-

Pol at dvpo@calvin.edu or 940-2955 if you 

need more information. 

 

For Sale  
Loom and wheel being offered for sale: 

Ashford table loom 3' x 3 2/3'. weaving 

width of about 30 inches. New $660; I'd take 

$450.  

I also have an Ashford Traveler spin-

ning wheel with a repair kit, new $440.  I'd 

take $300.  

Ashford hand carders $10.  If however 

you'd like to buy everything I'll sell it all for 

$900. Call me if you want to talk about it. 

877-0188, Kim (kdnobel@juno.com) 

MLH News  
We now have the topics for MLH's 

2009 Golden Reflections Summer Work-

shops: 

Sharon Aldernan:  Color for Fiber Art-

ists 

Mary Hettmansperger:  Jewelryð

Woven and Fiber 

Daryl Lancaster:  Garment Construction 

and Finishing Techniques for Handweavers 

and Other Fiber Artists 

Russ Mason:  What Colour is Your 

Warp? 

Anita Luvera Mayer:  Mudpies for 

Adults 

Rosalie Neilson:  It's In the Warp:ð

Color and Design for Rep 

Robyn Spady:  There's Two Sides to 

Every Cloth 

Sandy Webster:  Content and Contain-

ment of Intimate Spaces in Books 

MLH Golden Reflections Workshops 

will be August 5, 6, and 7.  The MLH 

Golden Reflections Conference/Seminars 

follow the workshops August 8 and 9.   

Please set these dates aside and plan to join 

us for all the fiftieth anniversary celebration 

of MLH!  

 

 

Membership Book 
Change:  

New e-mail for Jan Oosterhouse: 

ken.jan.oosterhouse@gmail.com 

Sympathy to the Family & Friends 

of Kathy Rowe Drescher 

 

Kathy died during the first weekend of 

December.  She was known by several 

guild members as an enthusiastic and 

creative textile artist.  We mourn her 

passing and share the grief with all 

who knew her. 


