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From the President 

Weaving People 
 Iôll start by thanking all the members 

who shared their warped looms, spinning 

wheels and weave-its in February.  We had 

an awesome display!  And a big thank you 

goes to Jane Talbot for bringing the alpaca 

fiber.  There just wasnôt enough time to en-

joy and sample all the different options.  We 

could have experimented with the weaving 

patterns, spun and made weave-it squares 

until midnight! 

 Behind the scenes in our guild you can 

find the phones ringing, e-mails zipping back 

and forth, meetings taking place and a weav-

ing study group dubbed ñThe Drafting 

Divaôs.ò   

 Each month the call for print comes thru 

from Bob, our newsletter editor.  Betty is 

busy having sales meetings so our sale will 

continue to be more successful. Margaret and 

several others are busy planning the MLH 

exhibit at Kendall.  Joni is working on next 

years programs and contacting the next 

speaker to arrange a meal together before the 

March meeting. Laurie is planning a scarf 

display downtown; a group of knitters are 

knitting under the tutelage of Margaret.  Re-

becca is making sure we continue to have 

enough money to pay for great programs and 

the Drafting Divaôs are studying a new chap-

ter to improve their understanding of weave 

structures. 

 It takes a group of dedicated people to 

run a guild such as ours.  Iôve only named a 

few of the many who contribute time and 

effort to make this a smoothly working en-

tity.  Know that when you reach out and take 

on a job for the guild, there are always extra 

hands extended to help.   

 I stepped back from my loom the other 

day and just stood there in awe and fascina-

tion.  It was stunning.  You start with an idea, 

put some colors together, choose your weft 

and literally string the loom.   

 As you progressétake a moment to step 

back and get a good look at the fabric you are 

creating.  It struck me how beautiful it was 

turning out.  And I am just making waffle 

weave towels. 

 And then I drew a larger picture in my 

mind.  I started with a group of people who 

all liked the fiber arts.  They were very dif-
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Art Prize Entry  
Preliminary Stages  

 It appears that the idea for WWSôs in-

volvement in Art Prize is a go!  For those not 

at the last meeting, we are going to weave or 

knit with hand spun 50 scarves ( in celebra-

tion of WW&S 50th Anniversary).  The 

scarves will be made with various colors to 

help  ñpaintò a water/sky scene of Lake 

Michigan. Wools, cottons, etc. are all good. 

The scarves will be temporarily joined and 

later available for sale at the Textile Arts 

Market in a special display.  I envisioned the 

money from  the sale of the scarves going to 

GVSUôs Water Resource Institute.  This  

gesture in my opinion would be a win/win 

scenario for usðgiving us good publicity 

and helping our environment stay green.   

 We need to form a small committee for 

the project.  Some have expressed interest 

already.  The core committee will make nec-

essary decisions and present them to the 

guild with any other issues, etc.  

1. We need to pick a venue.  Ginny al-

ready has some good ideas. 

2. Someone needs to sign us up.  The guild 

has already agreed to pay for the regis-

tration, I believe. 

3. If anyone has drawing ability, please 

help us make a sketch. 

4. If you have any input, ideas, etc., please 

feel free to contact me.  If you have any 

photos of Lake Michigan that may be 

useful in selecting yarns to weave or 

knit with, please bring to the next guild  

meeting, or you can e-mail them to me  

(Ljhangell@comcast.net). 

 I think it would be a good idea to pool 

the yarn we want to donate for this project so 

that good mixes and combinations are chosen 

for scarves.  A range in widths and lengths 

are good, too  However, I think we need to 

keep within some guidelines.  Weôll gain 

more information as we proceed.   

 It would be good to have a list of people 

to weave or knit scarves, those interested in 

construction, etc.  Some who do not want to 

weave or felt or knit may have some nice 

yarn to donate.  I can picture undulating 

twills, speckled sparkle weaves, etc.  Thanks 

for the forthcoming ideas, involvement and 

support.  I think it will be a  grand experi-

ence. 

ðLaurie Angell 

On March 1, we welcome  

Martha Reeves  
from Kalamazoo.  She has earned her certifi-

cate of excellence in weaving and will share 

her experiences with us.  Should be a great 

meeting with a lot of Martha's work on dis-

play. 

 

Jane Talbot  
has agreed to bring alpaca fiber again.  Look 

for her at the March meeting. 

________________________________ 

March Retreat 
 On March 6, we will be holding a re-

treat.  For the newer members who are not 

familiarðwe rent a building at the Christian 

Reformed Campground on Lake Shore 

Drive, just South of Grand Haven. (one mile 

north of Lake Michigan Drive).  We bring 

any projects we want to work on.  Looms, 

spinning wheels, knitting, sewing etc.ðwe 

work on our projects from 9:00 a.m. until 

9:00 p.m.  During this time we are provided 

both lunch and supper, plus pie for dessert.  

And for this we charge $25.00.   Oh, and if 

the weather is cooperative we can take a 

break and walk on the shores of Lake Michi-

gan. 

[See the note about the Retreat on page 2.] 
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ferent, but connected by a common thread.  I 

threw several more people in, wove them 

together and had an awesome group, 

The Woodland Weavers and Spinners. 

ðJulia DanielsJ 

______________________________ 

 

Sample Study Group 
A reminder of those who have signed up for 

the Independent sample study group.  A 

sample of something you wove with instruc-

tions is to be completed for the June meeting. 

There are 16 people signed up...so 17 

samples should be made (one for the guild 

library). 

Those on the list: 

Cathy McCarthy Julie Daniels 

Marta B. Williams Linda Blue 

Arlene B. Tiemeyer Betty Christians 

Clara Carroll Laurie Angell 

Liz Oppewal  Joni Rosen 

Susan Johnson Jackie Fisher 

Pat Pope Ann Bont 

Connie Hanson Mary Ellen Gedris 

________________________________ 

March 6th Retreat! 
 Just a reminder to all those who are 

planning on going to the March 6th retreat, 

checks have been trickling in to Rebecca the 

Treasurer.  If you have not yet paid, please 

email Mary Ellen Gedris and tell her you are 

coming and will have your check at the 

March 1st, Monday meeting.  We need to be 

able to give the ladies preparing lunch and 

dinner a numbers count. 

___________________________________ 

Spinning Study Group 
 March is one of those wonderful months 

with five Mondays, so the spinning study 

group will meet on March 15 and March 29 

at Martha Katt's home (1774 Turnstone Lane 

NE - Knapp Valley Condominiums).   We 

start at 7:30 p.m.  If you need directions 

contact Diane VanderPol at dvpo@calvin. 

edu or 940-2955. 

__________________________________ 

More Alpaca 
 Jane Talbot has agreed to bring her 

wonderful Alpaca fiber to our March guild 

meeting.  There was a great response from 

the members in February, but Jane still took 

a lot of fiber home.  So for those who did not 

bring their money and wished they had, you 

will have the opportunity to purchase this 

fiber on March 1.  It is only $8.00 per lb.  A 

real bargain. 
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down at the loom.  I must be getting faster.  I 

was weaving right along and the timer didnôt 

go off.  I was accomplishing quite a lot.   

 So much, in fact, I was getting suspi-

cious.  Setting down the shuttle, I went out to 

the kitchen to find that the timer was never 

started.  Luckily, the beans were not over 

cooked but they were definitely cooked more 

than their three minute allotment.  We will 

enjoy them with supper. 

 I didnôt quite finish my weaving project, 

but by multitasking I was able to accomplish 

some freezing and some weaving.  On the 

agenda for tomorrow are baskets of pickles, 

tomatoes and peaches.  

 If I think about it hard enough perhaps I 

can figure out a way to weave while I am 

canning them.  Hmmm there are approxi-

mately 8 peaches packed into a quart jar.  If I 

throw the shuttle once after pealing each one, 

that would be 8 throws per quart, 56 per 

canner, 2-1/3 inches of weaving. 

 I have always heard that you needed to 

use math for weaving.  Now I understand 

why. 

ðJulia Daniels 

________________________________ 

 

MUL -TI -TASK 
(note to memberséI wrote this last fall) 

 

 I tried to look up the definition of the 

word multitask.  The first volume I grabbed 

was a 1941 Webster Dictionary.  I found 

multitude and multitudinous, but no multi-

task.  There was even a new word section 

that did not have it.  I guess they never used 

the term in 1941.  Next I thumbed through 

my 1967 edition.  No luck there either.   

 Pondering the situation, I pulled up the 

dictionary on the computer.  At last, I hit the 

jackpot.  And I realized how current the com-

puter dictionary was when I read the defini-

tion. 

 Mul-ti-task - do several things at once:  

to perform more than one task at the same 

time.  (The best way to pass the time while 

exercising is to multitaskðwhy just pedal 

when you can talk on your cell phone at the 

same time.) 

 The word multitask was on my mind 

today as I was preparing vegetables for freez-

ing.  After cutting up the vegetables, you put 

them in boiling water for three minutes 

(blanching them) before you freeze them.  

And I either had to think of it as multitasking 

or playing hooky.  Because in the next room 

sat a fully warped loom nearing the end of its 

warp. 

 And this loom kept calling to me.  I 

know, voices going off in my headéput that 

girl in the loony bin.  But really,  I was con-

stantly being drawn to the loom. 

 I found that I could throw the shuttle 36 

times after setting the timer for three min-

utes.  A full inch and a half of weaving at 24 

picks per inch.  And then between blanching 

batches of broccoli I had to make sure the 

water was boiling again.  So I wove until I 

heard the water boilé.any excuse I could 

come up with was okay by me if it meant I 

could sit at the loom and throw the shuttle a 

few times.  And knowing that I was actually 

accomplishing something in the kitchen 

soothed those thoughts that I should be pay-

ing more attention to my food processing 

than my weaving. 

 And at 24 picks per inch,  36 per 3 min-

ute interval, weaving a 28 inch towel meant  

that I had to do over 18 batches just to have 

enough time to weave the towel, not to men-

tion advancing the warp and winding more 

bobbins plus all the other problems associ-

ated with weaving. 

 After I finished blanching, cooling, 

drying and packaging the broccoli, a  pile of 

beans awaited.  So I snipped the beans and 

worked on getting them ready for the freezer.  

Weaving, of course, during blanching. 

 Just before starting my last group of 

beans I noticed a broken warp thread.  Think-

ing that I could fix it in my next three minute 

session, I hurried to the kitchen to start boil-

ing them. 

 Bustling back to the living room I not 

only fixed the thread, but had time left to sit 
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WW&S  

Guild Minutes 
February 1, 2010 

 Program:  Guild members spent the 

evening examining and test-driving a variety 

of looms and wheels, including the new guild 

loom and a variety of small hand-held looms.  

Since this is such a good way to pick up in-

formation and tips, there was a lot of activity.  

In addition, Jane Talbot brought alpaca from 

her herd for us to purchase or just to pet if we 

have enough fiber already in the closet. 

 Meeting:  President Julia Daniels wel-

comed several visitors:  Rebecca Kluz, Kriz 

Lurtz, Susan Mulvey, Kim Smith, Kim 

Vander Till, Sarah Jasmin, Veronica Muscat, 

Rose Walton, and Donna Swiech.  Guild 

membership has grown to over seventy mem-

bers!  So many still-unfamiliar faces reminds 

all of us that one of our goals is to provide a 

friendly and hospitable environment for new 

fiber enthusiasts joining us.  

 Rebecca Kugele reported $4443.81 in 

the guild treasury. The minutes as printed in 

the newsletter were accepted.  Julia asked 

that guild members willing and able to accept 

positions of leadership within the guild next 

year email her.  Sign-up sheets are also avail-

able.  The guild presented Gabriela Minnhaar

-Tomatis a gift certificate to Roseôs restau-

rant as a thank-you gift for years of storing 

the guildôs hardware.  The guildôs Textile 

Arts Market sale has been set for December 

10 and 11 this year.  (Start those production 

lines!)  Guild members are encouraged to 

sign up soon for the Fiber Retreats to be held 

March 6 and April 24 at the Christian Re-

formed Conference Grounds on the lakeshore 

south of Grand Haven.  Cost remains $25.  

Overnight housing may be available for the 

April retreat.  Arlene Tiemeyer has details.   

 Betty Christians encouraged guild mem-

bers to explore membership in the Michigan 

League of Handweavers.  Brochures are 

available, as is information on the MLH web-

site.  Members are encouraged to sign up for 

the educational workshops offered this sum-

mer at Hope College (August 6-8).  Since the 

Woodland Weavers and Spinners are hosting 

the 16th Biennial Fiber Exhibit for MLH at 

Kendall College from August 20-September 

14, we will have opportunities to be involved 

with the work of MLH. 

 Guild members mentioned several com-

ing attractions.  Teresa Janzen encouraged 

guild members to participate in the first an-

nual Michigan Fiber Fiesta at Klackle Or-

chards on May 15.  See Teresa for details.  

Diane Vander Pol reminded us to spin with  

the spinning group which meets the third 

Monday of the month and a trip to the Chel-

sea Fleece Fair on February 20.  The WWS 

knitting group will meet the 2nd and 4th Satur-

day mornings in February and March at Bos-

ton Square Christian Reformed Church, 1803 

Kalamazoo, beginning at 10 a.m.  Laurie 

Angell asked if there was interest in creating 

WOODLAND WEAVERS AND 

SPINNERS 

2009-2010 WORKSHOPS,  

RETREATS, MEETINGS  
September 14, 2009 

 Meeting -Welcome Back 

 Crossword Puzzle 

 Favorite Books 

September 19, 2009 

 Natural Dye Workshop 

October 5, 2009 

 Meeting -Barbara Wright 

 Lets Play With Clay 

October 10, 2009 

 Femo Button Workshop 

November 2, 2009 

 Meeting ï Nancy Laferriere 

 Fiber Artists in the South of France 

November 7, 2009 

 Retreat 

December 4, 5, 2009 

 Guild Sale  

  Prince Conference Center 

December 7, 2009 

 Holiday Meeting 

January 4, 2010** 

 Meeting ï ICCF Building 

 Fabric Exhibition 

February 1, 2010 

 Meeting ï Weave-Its 

 Judi, Margaret, Gabriela 

 Round Robin, Weaving/Spinning 

March 1, 2010 

 Meeting ï Martha Reeves 

 A Journey to the Certificate of  

 Excellence and Master Weaver 

March 6, 2010 

 Retreat 

April 12, 2010  

 Meeting ï Priscilla Lynch 

 Short History of Tapestry 

 Design and Processes 

April 24, 2010 

 Retreat 

May 1-2, 2010 

 Workshop ï Sewing with  

 Debra Youngs 

May 3, 2010 

 Meeting ï Debra Youngs 

June 7, 2010 

 Meeting ï End of Year 

  

 

a guild exhibit for ARTPRIZE.  Several peo-

ple expressed enough interest to make pursu-

ing this further a good possibility.  Jochen 

Ditterich alerted the group to the summer 

weaving workshops he will be teaching at the 

Franciscan Life Center outside of Lowell. 

 Show and Tell participants included Pat 

Kluz, Liz Winsche, Betty Christians, Tabitha 

Tiemeyer, Paula De Young, Barb Lambrecht, 

Arlene Tiemeyer, Clara Carroll, Margaret 

Jager, Ellen De Koster, Rebecca Kugele, and 

Julia Daniels.  The 50-50 drawing was won 

by Betty Christians and Bea McKenney.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Margaret Jager, Secretary 

__________________________________ 

 

New Additions to the 

Guild Library  
 Interweave Press has published several 

new books about spinning recently.  They 

have made DVDôs of several of them.  We 

recently purchased three for the guild library.  

They will be available for check out at the 

March meeting. 

 Start Spinning with Maggie Casey and 

Eunny Jang.  (This video is most useful to 

new spinners.  Ms. Casey has been spinning 

for many years.  Her approach is relaxed, 

fairly slow-paced, and good-humored.) 

 Respect the Spindle by Abby Fran-

quemont.  (Ms. Franquemont has been a 

major promoter of hand spindle use in this 

country.  This is a good companion to the 

book.) 

 Drafting:  the Long and Short of It, also 

by Abby Franquemont.  (This is a good re-

source for anyone who is looking for more 

ways to control the creation of yarn.  Useful 

to intermediate to advanced spinners.) 

 Interweave Press is currently in sale-

mode.  If you are interested in any of the 

titles they publish, check out their website for 

possible sales. 

ðMargaret Jager 
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Weavers Are Alive in 

Orlando, Florida  
 I finally managed to make contact with 

Weavers of Orlando (www. weaversofor-

lando.com) and attended my first meeting in 

February.  Their organization meets every 

second Saturday of the month.  The meeting 

took place in the Maitland Art Center, a his-

toric collection of buildings (including an art 

museum) and park which still has one or two 

artists in residence.  The center dates back to 

the 1930ôs.  Maitland is immediately north of 

Winter Park which is immediately north of 

the City of Orlando.  The guild has about 100 

members and on this particular day, about 50 

attended.  Their President moved to Florida 

20 years ago from East Grand Rapids. 

 It was a busy meeting which included a 

Show and Tell (my scarves were well re-

ceived).  One activity we as a guild should 

consider is an auction (books, yarns, equip-

ment) that was held at the close of the meet-

ing.  Members brought items they no longer 

wanted or needed.  I was successful in pur-

chasing some great books.  I had the impres-

sion that this was perhaps a once a year fund 

raising activity.  This could be a nice idea for 

us as well to add to our treasury.  While I 

was able to attend as a visiting guest, it was 

made clear to me that I would have to join 

($25 annual membership fee) in order to 

attend in the future.  The members however 

were very friendly, but I must say, our facili-

ties and treats for our guild remain the best.   

 For those of you who want to attend 

other guilds while away from Grand Rapids, 

you can find useful information at www. 

textilelinks.com. 

ðBarb VanDyke 

__________________________________ 

Garage Sale Art Fair 
 I will be at the Garage Sale Art Fair 

with lots of yarn for sale. Hereôs additional 

information. 

 The 14th Annual Garage Sale Art Fair is 

Saturday, February 27 at the Kalamazoo 

County Fairgrounds. The event runs 9:30-4. 

 Over a hundred art fair artists will be 

selling their leftovers, irregulars and supplies 

for ROCK BOTTOM PRICES!!! If you are 

looking for great prices on handmade pot-

tery, jewelry, glass, weaving, wood, photog-

raphy, paintings and more, come early for the 

best selection, come later for the best bar-

gains.  $2.00 entrance fee. 

Kalmazoo County Fairgrounds 

2900 Lake Street, Kalamazoo, Mi 49048 

http://www.garagesaleartfair.com/  

ðSierra Cole 

 

 

Textile Arts Market  
 We are busy with plan's for this years 

Textile Arts Market which has a confirmed 

date of December 10-11,2010 at the Prince 

Conference center. We are very excited to 

announce that this years plans are coming 

along very nicely.  

 We will be extending the hours that the 

sale will be open to our customers to include 

3 extra hours on Friday.  Friday we will be 

open from 2 pm-8 pm, and Saturday from 10 

am-4 pm.  This will mean two things; one, 

that we will be able to sell more items, and 

two, that we will have to be set up and 

checked in by 2 pm on  Friday. 

 We want to thank Jochen and Connie 

for joining the committee this year since 

there is always room for new faces and hands 

to help share in the tasks of the sale.  We still 

could use at least one more person who 

might be will to assist Rebecca with the 

bookkeeping after the sale is over. If you are 

that person please feel free to contact any one 

of the committee members. 

 This year we feel again that our focus 

should be on Advertising,  so anyone who 

has contacts in the advertising world we 

would love to hear from you!!!   

 In the mean time please keep doing 

what you all have been doing so wellð

weavingðspinningðand creating wonderful 

fiber art 

 Our next meeting is Thursday May 13, 

2010 at Schuler's Bookstore on Alpine. 

Two Workshops  

Offered 
 I will be offering two workshops in 

March.  One is free and the other is a paid 

class.  They are on the same day.   Here are 

the details: 

 1.  Spinning Workshop - Saturday 

March 27, 10 am - 3pm (light lunch pro-

vided) 

This workshop is designed for the beginning 

to intermediate spinner.  Bring your own 

wheel or use one of mine.  Test drive several 

wheels.   

 Multiple instructors will work with dif-

ferent skill levels to teach spinning basics.  

Beginners will complete a skein of yarn even 

if you have never spun before.  Intermediate 

spinners will learn new techniques in drafting 

and plying and take their spinning to the next 

level. 

$50 fee includes all materials.  Only $10/

hour! 

  2.  FREE Fiber Workshop open to all!  

Learn the difference between Top and Rov-

ing.  How does fiber selection affect spin-

ning?  What is a good fiber to start with?  

Can I spin exotic fibers as a beginner?  This 

is a hands on discussion of everything spin-

nable. 

 Both workshops on Saturday, March 

27th 9:00 AM at Yarn 2 Spin Fiber Artisan 

Shop and Studio, 306 E Washington St., 

Greenville, MI  48838. 

Register online at http://

www.meetup.com/yarn2spin  

ðTeresa Janzen 


