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From the President 

The Rest of the Season 
 I walked into our March retreat and 

could feel the energy and creativity.  There 

was so much noise you couldn't hear yourself 

think!  The activity really hit you.  How fun 

it is to travel from person to person and see 

the items they are working on.  The retreats 

are so inspiring.  And they are actually a 

painless guild fundraiser.  Where else can 

you spend $25.00 for a day at Lake Michigan 

with 2 meals included? 

 As I walked along the beach, looking at 

the beautiful water and getting in some much 

needed exercise, my mind kept flashing back 

to the retreat a few years back when I had to 

arrive in my 4 wheel drive vehicle and was 

worried about getting there!  The weather in 

Michigan is so unpredictable.   

 And this week I am out checking my 

garden, looking for signs of Spring.   

 The March meeting was great.  I learned 

that as much as I like to weave and like to try 

new patterns, the journey to get a Certificate 

of Excellence in Weaving is not on my list of 

things to do.  I can see why so few people 

have completed this challenge. 

 For April we are changing gears and 

welcoming fellow guild member Pris Lynch.  

She will have a PowerPoint program on 

weaving tapestry.  There will be samples and 

she will give a demonstration on technique. 

 Although the year is winding down, the 

activities are not. We have another retreat on 

April 24.  A good time to finish all those 

projects before summer really hits.  And if 

you plan on attending the May workshop 

with Debra Youngs, please sign up soon.  

Hopefully you have your material under 

construction.  I have yet to empty my loom 

before I can start my fabric...so I know where 

I'll be spending my evenings for the next 

month and a half!  The sign-ups are out for 

the MLH conference in August, and also in 

August the guild demonstrates at Michigan 

Fiberfest. 

 In JUNE we will be having our closet 

clearing Garage Sale.  If you have items you 

want to sell, bring them along, in June, with 

your name and $$ clearly marked.  Also, we 

voted on having an auction at the June meet-

ing.  And Bob graciously accepted the job of 

auctioneerðafter we badgered him.  Any 

proceeds from the auction will go directly to 
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Next meeting 

Monday, April 12, 2010 

7:00 PM 
 

Speaker:  

Priscilla Lynch:  

A Short History of Tapestry 

Design and Processes 
 

Treaters/Greeters 

Mary Ippel  

Ginny Kuilema 

Rita Petteys 
 

Meetings are held at 

Trinity Congregational Church,  

2725 4 Mile Rd NW 

Off the Walker Exit of I -96 

On the Web 

wwas.org 

ArtPrize Progress 
 Thank you to all at 

the retreat who expressed 

interest and willingness to 

participate with ArtPrize!  

Several warps were wound 

and ideas shared and the 

future of this endeavor 

looks fantastic.  I am not 

worried about the little 

challenges right now.   

 Please let me know if 

you are planning on knitting or weaving a 

scarf. We are asking that the scarves be com-

pleted, or nearly so by the June meeting.  

Again, the exact dimensions of the scarves 

are variable.  I would like them to be be-

tween 60-72."   

 I saw a lot of beautiful spinning at the 

retreat with colors very suitable for either a 

sunset sky pallet or waterscape.  Thank you 

for considering donating to this project.  I 

really feel that the proceeds from the sale or 

auction of the scarves should go to the 

GVSU water resources institute, with per-

haps the regular percentage going to our 

guild.   

 There are those of us yarn collectors 

(like me) who are willing to share some of 

our goodies for others to use.  I am perhaps a 

little stingy with my more expensive and 

smaller stash, but I have cones to offer for a 

warp or two or three. If you want more info 

you can google ñArtPrize.ò  The site is filled 

with many good details.    

 I have downloaded the official rules.  I 

will work on writing a project description 

and statement for the venues to see.  Please 

hop on board with this fun and giving col-

laboration.  Thanks for your time and talent!  

Please contact me for any questions regard-

ing ArtPrize.  

ðLaurie Angell 

________________________________ 

Habitat For Humanity!  
 I want to remind anyone who has made 

or plans to make a rug or another home item 

for Habitat For Humanity.  I plan to get go-

ing again on rugs at Betty's as she is kind to 

share her loom while mine at home is busy.  

 Lets make someoneôs new home a bit 

warmer with something homemade.  I will 

take the items to Habitat.  Thanks for your 

generosity! 

ðLaurie Angell 

NOTE:  We are meeting a week later this 

month due to many schools being on spring 

break. 

 We will meet our speaker, Pris Lynch, 

for supper at Bennigans on Monday, April 12 

at 5:15 p.m.  Everyone is welcome to join us, 

but please let Joni Rosen know if you plan on 

being there. 

 

New E-mail Address 
Marilyn Ryan:  Marilyn@TheRyans.ws 

Judy Milroy:  milroy37@charter.net 

 

_______________________________ 

 

The Spinning Study 

Group  
will meet on April 19, 7:30 p.m., at Martha 

Katt's home (1774 Turnstone Lane NE - 

Knapp Valley Condominiums).  For further 

information contact Diane VanderPol at 

dvpo@calvin.edu or 940-2055 PRIOR TO 

April 16. 



2 ðWW&S Newsletter,  April 2010 

 

the guild.  If you have an item you would 

like to donate, please bring it.  I expect we 

will have a lot of fun with this. 

 Don't forget with Spring break the first 

week in April, our meeting is always held the 

second Monday.  

 See you then, 

 ðJulia Daniels 

_________________________________ 

Help! Everything Is 

Falling Apart  
 February arrived.  Our annual trip to 

Chelsea to purchase ready to spin fiber was 

on the 20th.  To prepare for this yearly event I 

dove into my stash of stored fiber and pro-

ceed to spin as much as possible.  The less I 

have laying around, the more I can buy.   

Makes perfectly good sense to me!   

 I grabbed my trusty Louet spinning 

wheel and proceed to work my way through 

the pile of roving. 

 Snap.  The piece of heavy rubber be-

tween the foot peddle and the bar attached to 

the wheel broke in half!  I got out my screw 

driver and removed the two halves.  Exami-

nation of the pieces revealed that I was up a 

creek without a paddle.  All I wanted to do 

was get my spinning done and I didnôt have a 

spare part.   

 I wracked my brain to find a solution to 

this problem.  Hot glue sticks.  They are 

rubbery, about the right size and it canôt hurt 

to try them.  So I grabbed the glue gun con-

tainer and pulled out my two sizes of glue 

sticks.  The first one was too big around.  

The second, trimmed a little with a sharp 

knife, worked just fine.  At this point I didnôt 

know how long it would hold up, but I was 

working my way thru the fiber and it worked 

great! 

 I knew that eventually the part would 

need replacing, but I was in no hurry.  I have 

more glue sticks. 

 The trip to Chelsea arrived and I 

scoured the area hoping to find the part I 

needed for my spinning wheel.  No luck.  

Then we stopped at the Lansing area yarn 

shop, Threadbear.  I looked around and  

didnôt see any parts for wheels.  But, it canôt 

hurt to ask.  As I checked out I asked the guy 

at the counter if they carried any spinning 

wheel parts?  ñNo,ò he replied, ñall I have is 

this little piece thatôs been sitting next to the 

cash register for a Louet wheel.ò  Bingo!  I 

had the part I needed. 

 Back home I vowed to finish spinning 

the alpaca before the newly purchased fiber.  

Thinking it could be spun faster if I ran it 

thru the drum carder, I pulled it out and 

started to feed fiber into it.  Snap!  The belt 

broke!   

 Bad luck usually comes in threes, so Iôm 

waiting to see what gives out next.  As long 

as it isnôt me! 

ðJulia Daniels 

(Continued from page 1) 

Woodland Weavers and 

Spinners Guild 
President:  Julia Daniels 

Vice-President: Joni Rosen 

Secretary:  Margaret Jager 

Treasurer:  Rebecca Kugele,  

Newsletter Editor:  Bob Meyering 

ðððððððððððððððð- 

Member 

Newsletter copy due on the 

15th of the month 

Cole brought some of the extra yarn in her 

stash for guild members to purchase.  Liz 

Winsche won the 50/50 drawing.  Guild 

members who brought articles for Show and 

Tell included Betty Christians, Sally La-

France, Linda Blue, Marlene Stiles, Veronica 

Muskat, Julia Daniels, and Chi Chi Van 

Dyke.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Margaret Jager, Secretary 

_________________________________ 

 

CrochetðLearn How 
[Shawna Lowther, daughter of member Ar-

lene Tiemeyer, will provide the following 

opportunity at our next retreat on April 24.] 

 Do you want to learn to crochet? Here is 

your opportunity to learn. I will be teaching 

the basic crochet stitches that will allow you 

to make many projects. At the retreat you 

will work on a basic wash cloth and you will 

have the opportunity to also make a towel 

topper. The cost of this work shop is $10. I 

ask that you bring a size G crochet hook and 

a ball of sugar and creme yarn. If you wish to 

do the towel top please bring a size 4 hook, 

knit cro-sheen yarn and a hand towel. I will 

provide some colors of yarn and some hooks 

for purchase, as well as the patterns. Sign up 

will be at the April Guild meeting 

Minutes for March 

2010 Guild Meeting 
 Program:  Martha Reeves, a member of 

the Kalamazoo Weavers Guild who has com-

pleted the first phase of the Master Weaver 

Certificate of Excellence program developed 

by the Handweavers Guild of America talked 

with us about the self discipline, skill, and 

creativity necessary to achieve such a goal.  

She brought samples of her work and dis-

cussed both the joys and frustrations of 

working towards such a goal.  Now Martha is 

hard at work on the second part of the COE 

program.  Her weaving friends from Grand 

Rapids, who found her presentation awe-

inspiring, fascinating, and a bit overwhelm-

ing, wish her success! 

 Business Meeting:  The secretaryôs 

report as printed in the newsletter was ac-

cepted.  Treasurer Rebecca Kugele reported 

$4591.37 in the guild treasury.  A thank you 

note from Gabriela Minnhaar-Tomatis was 

read.  Paula De Young said there were no 

recent calls for Hearts and Flowers, but she 

also noted how good it was to see several 

members who have had health issues back at 

our meetings.  Laurie Angell continues to 

look for guild members willing to work on 

the ArtPrize committee.  Mary Ellen Gedris 

emphasized that members need to fill out 

sign-up sheets for workshops, mostly be-

cause if makes the process of record keeping 

so much easier.  She mentioned the May 1 

sewing workshop with Debra Youngs as still 

having room for participants and a possible 

dyeing day on May 22.  The last knitting 

group meeting of the year will be March 27, 

and the spinning group will meet at Martha 

Kattôs home on March 29, which is a fifth 

Monday of the month.   

 Betty Christians reported for the Textile 

Arts Market committee.  Sale dates for this 

year are Friday and Saturday, December 10 

and 11.  The market will be open from 2:00 

until 8:00 on Friday, and from 10:00 until 

4:00 on Saturday.  An earlier start to Fridayôs 

sale means that the set-up committee will 

have to work promptly and efficiently!  Inter-

ested guild members are welcome to join the 

committee.  See Betty for particulars. 

 Betty Christians reported for the Michi-

gan League of Handweavers.  This guild will 

contribute $100 to the prize fund for the 16th 

Biennial Fiber Exhibit which will be held 

from August 20 to September 14 at Kendall 

College of Art and Design.   

 Barb Van Dyke suggested that the guild 

might like to try an end-of-year auction much 

like the one she visited in Florida.  This 

could function both as a fundraiser and as a 

great group activity.  Since Bob Meyering 

was willing to be auctioneer, the guildôs first 

auction will take place after the June potluck.  

Guild members should start looking for good 

donations to the sale. 

 Jane Talbot brought alpaca from her 

farm for guild members to purchase; Sierra 
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Culture of Japan 
Presented by the Saugatuck  

Center for the Arts  
 

Festival Opening: ñArtfully 

Adorned: The Japanese Kimonoò 

Exhibition 
 

Saugatuck, MI  ï Celebrate the ornate gen-

ius of the Japanese kimono at the Saugatuck 

Center for the Arts (400 Culver Street, Sau-

gatuck) kicking off a month-long cultural 

festival in April. From the exquisite patterns 

and lush colors of the ñArtfully Adorned: 

The Japanese Kimonoò to a heart-pounding 

performance by the Nagata Shachu Japanese 

Drumming Ensemble ï and much more ï the 

ñCulture of Japanò Festival will leave you 

amazed.  

 The Artfully Adorned exhibition show-

cases the kimono motifs and techniques ï 

still done entirely by hand ï that have in-

spired everything from architecture to mod-

ern couture.  From metallic embroidery to 

shibori to brocade, view kimonos bearing 

remarkable workmanship and learn about the 

painstaking creative processes used to create 

these examples of wearable art. 

 ñWe are very excited about this month-

long suite of programming focusing on the 

rich arts and traditions of Japan,ò said Kristin 

Armstrong, SCA executive director.  ñWe 

have a wide array of programs for adults and 

children during April; this exhibition is a 

terrific kickoff to the Festival showcasing 

Japanôs national dress and teaching about the 

incredible craftsmanship that goes into each 

piece.ò 

 The Culture of Japan Festival is spon-

sored by the Japan Foundation-Center for 

Global Partnership, the Brooks Family Fund, 

and the Japan-America Society of West 

Michigan.   

 [Our April Speaker, Priscilla Lynch, 

was privileged to help curate this exhibit of 

vintage kimonosðEditor.] 

_________________________________ 

For Sale-Loom 
Norwood 48," 4 harness  loom with bench, 

reeds, warp winder, and spool rack.  This 

beautiful cherry wood loom is in excellent 

condition.  Price is $1,000, or make an offer.  

Call Florence at 616-301-9066. 

 

For Sale-Warping Mill  
Nilus Leclerc Warping Mill for sale.  Excel-

lent condition.  Comes with good karma of 

Pris Lynch and Mary Ippel. Only $60.00.  

Contact Mary Ippel at 616-904-0997 or 

maryippel@gmail.com 

WOODLAND WEAVERS AND 

SPINNERS 

2009-2010 WORKSHOPS,  

RETREATS, MEETINGS  
September 14, 2009 

 Meeting -Welcome Back 

 Crossword Puzzle 

 Favorite Books 

September 19, 2009 

 Natural Dye Workshop 

October 5, 2009 

 Meeting -Barbara Wright 

 Lets Play With Clay 

October 10, 2009 

 Femo Button Workshop 

November 2, 2009 

 Meeting ï Nancy Laferriere 

 Fiber Artists in the South of France 

November 7, 2009 

 Retreat 

December 4, 5, 2009 

 Guild Sale  

  Prince Conference Center 

December 7, 2009 

 Holiday Meeting 

January 4, 2010** 

 Meeting ï ICCF Building 

 Fabric Exhibition 

February 1, 2010 

 Meeting ï Weave-Its 

 Judi, Margaret, Gabriela 

 Round Robin, Weaving/Spinning 

March 1, 2010 

 Meeting ï Martha Reeves 

 A Journey to the Certificate of  

 Excellence and Master Weaver 

March 6, 2010 

 Retreat 

April 12, 2010  

 Meeting ï Priscilla Lynch 

 Short History of Tapestry 

 Design and Processes 

April 24, 2010 

 Retreat 

May 1-2, 2010 

 Workshop ï Sewing with  

 Debra Youngs 

May 3, 2010 

 Meeting ï Debra Youngs 

June 7, 2010 

 Meeting ï End of Year 

Ann Bont Reports  

from Arizona  
 Greetings from the sunny southwest! 

 Not to be outdone by Barb VanDyke, 

(who reported on her experiences in Florida 

in the last newsletterðeditor) I also sought 

out the local guild here in ArizonaðGreen 

Valley Weavers and Spinners.  The group 

has been very welcoming and has provided a 

number of learning and service opportunities 

for me.  They have doubled in size in the last 

2 years! 

 I want to share a few things they do 

which WWS may want to consider: 

¶ Each month there is a sign-up sheet not 

only for treats, but also for setting-up 

and taking-down the room. This could 

be a big help to Betty Christians, who 

often sets up the room by herself.  

¶ They have a very active outreach pro-

gram.  The goal seems to be to provide 

at least one outreach activity a month 

which may include demonstrations at 

schools and festivals or providing fiber 

activities at assisted living facilities or 

schools.  (Understand, this is a retire-

ment community, so lives are not com-

plicated by work schedules and family 

chauffeuring responsibilities.)  I have 

been helping at an assisted living facil-

ity and it has been fun and rewarding. 

¶ There is a ñstash saleò once a year with 
a percentage of proceeds (10-20%?) 

going to the guild treasury.  The guild 

also takes a small percentage when an 

individual brings things to sell at a guild 

meeting. 

¶ Study groups, which meet once a 

month, include dyeing, spinning, knit-

ting, felting, kumihimo, rigid heddle, 

and weaving.  I have loved meeting with 

the weaving group.  There are about 15 

of us.  There is a short lesson, show & 

tell, and plenty of time for sharing, 

questions, and socializing.  

We return to Michigan in a few weeks and I 

hope to see all of you at the WWS April 

meeting! 

March Retreat 

For Sale 

Rigid Heddle Loom  
25" Rigid Heddle Loom with Stand 

Schacht Spindle Co. Brand   

includes:  three 24" shuttle sticks  

one 30" weaving sword 

one 25"  reed 8 dent 

Like new condition, Asking $200 

Will throw in some yarn to start. 

contact: Jenn Wrobleski 

(616) 281-5930 

planet_jenn@yahoo.com  

Located in Grandville 
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Dye Workshop Set 
 We have a date set for the dye workshop 

sponsored by Bryan Schneider-Thomas. 

 Date:  May 22, 2010;  

 Time 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. or so 

 Cost for workshop:    $25.00 

 Fiber that can be dyed:  Any natural 

fiber, no synthetics (rayon is the exception).  

Please let me know what type of fiber you 

plan to bring so I can let Bryan know before 

the workshop. 

 If you are interested in attending, there 

is space for 10 people.  Please forward a 

check for $25.00  made out to the Woodland 

Weavers and Spinners indicating that it is for 

the dye workshop and mail to:   

 Mary Ellen Gedris 

 E. Fulton #1 

 Grand Rapids, MI    49503.   

 The workshop will be first come, first 

serve  If I receive more than 10 checks, I will 

hold the extra checks on a waiting list until 

the date of the workshop in case any one who 

signs up needs to cancel.  You can call or 

e-mail me if you have any questions. 

Mary Ellen  

776-7237 

gedristm@att.net 

_______________________________ 

Loom For Sale 
 

Norwood Loom, cherry wood 

   54ò  length of reed  

1200 heddles    

50 inch  loom  weaving width   

Large bench Folding  

Spool Rack  

tensioner (3 reeds)  

rug shuttle  

 

Mary A. Mather  

2580 Sundance Path  

St. Joseph  MI 49085  

269-429-5943  

mamather@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

First Biannual White 

Cloud Fiber Festival 
 We are gearing up for our 1st Fiber 

Festival of the year at The Old Farm Girl in 

White Cloud, Michigan (1970 N. Evergreen). 

 Join us Memorial Weekend for lots of 

fun - and all kinds of fibers, crafts, and some 

animals, too! 

 Date: Friday, May 28th - 1pm-8pm 

 Saturday, May 29th - 10am-6pm 

 Cost: $40 per 10'x10' space. Includes a 

table and 2 chairs. 

 Vendor dinner provided. 

 We have plenty of room here, so we are 

still accepting applications. If you interested 

in being a vendor, please give me a call at 

231-689-5648. I'll be happy to send you an 

application. 

 Whether you are a vendor, a sister fiber 

enthusiast - or both - we are looking forward 

to seeing you! 

 (Submitted by member Pat Popeð

Editor.) 

________________ 

Crossing Threads- 

a Weaving Show 
[E-mail received by the editor.  Marilyn Ryan 

is a new guild member.] 

 I received your contact info from 

Marilyn Ryan a weaver and member of our 

local gallery.  I'm writing from the Nuveen 

Community Center for the Arts, the arts edu-

cation branch of the Arts Council of White 

Lake located in Montague, about 20 minutes 

north of Muskegon.  We have monthly art 

exhibits, and are pulling together a weaving 

exhibit for the month of September titled 

"Crossing Threads - a Weaving Show."  De-

spite the name, the show is open to weavers 

who use any medium.  People may contact 

me for more information and an entry form 

for the show. 

Janelle Mair 

Director,  

Nuveen Community Center for the Arts 

8697 Ferry St.   

Montague, MI 49437 

(231) 894-ARTS (2787) 

www.artscouncilofwhitelake.org  

__________________________________ 

 

Retreat Photos 
throughout this issue 

from Paula DeYoung and Laurie Angell 

http://us.mc387.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mamather@sbcglobal.net

