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From the President 

Spring Changes 
 Every time I look out my window I 

notice changes.  Spring, when everything 

greens up, the leaves appear, flowers push up 

thru the ground and bloom overnight. You 

lay in bed in the morning and hear the birds 

chirping loudly, see them gathering nesting 

materials.  It’s a time for cleaning up the 

flower beds, planting the vegetable garden, 

hitting the nurseries for plants and going to 

the farmers markets. Each day is packed with 

activities and you fall into bed exhausted.   

  It is especially challenging trying to find 

time to work on weaving projects.  I need to 

start a new project since my loom is once 

again empty.  By the time I sit down with a 

weaving book to get some ideas, my eyes are 

unfocused and its hard to concentrate. 

  We suggested "strongly" to my 22 year 

old son that it was time to strike out on his 

own and he finally took the hint.  But getting 

him to clear out his "stuff" is another chal-

lenge.  Although he moved out on the week-

end, it's amazing how many items in his 

room are not essential to him.  I am ready to 

find some boxes and help him pack. 

 It surprises me that we had room to raise 

4 kids in our house.  I contemplated the mat-

ter and figure the more kids moved out, the 

more into weaving I got.  And Nick moving 

out will solve all my problems.  I will be able 

to walk in my weaving room again.  I must 

have gotten a little ahead of myself thinking 

he was going to move out a few years ago. 

 He did show up again on Monday after 

work—he didn't have any food in his house.  

I know he found a used couch, and his sisters 

have been sending all their extra items his 

way.  We are all cleaning house a little to 

assist him with setting up his.  But he is the 

one child who did not take to cooking.  My 

daughter noted that her 7 year old is better at 

frying an egg than Nick is! 

 And I look at life and see that ours is 

full of tutoring the next generation and al-

though we still give love and guidance to our 

children, our focus has turned to the grand-

children.  I feel that at least one of them will 

carry on the weaving and spinning that are so 

dear to me. 

ðJulia Daniels 
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Next meeting 

Monday, May 3, 2010 

7:00 PM 
 

Speaker:  

Debra Youngs 

Sewing Fashion 

 
Treaters/Greeters 

Betty Christians 

Cathy Howe 

Judi Pulver 

ChiChi Van Dyke 

 

Meetings are held at 

Trinity Congregational Church,  

2725 4 Mile Rd NW 

Off the Walker Exit of I-96 

On the Web 

wwas.org 

Final Call 
 ...for people interested in participating 

in the WWS ArtPrize project.    

 If you want to help with production, 

promotion, sketching, 

writing an entry piece, or 

assembling the artwork, 

please let us know.  We 

realize that you may not 

have time now.  But per-

haps you will later.  Any 

help would be greatly 

appreciated.  It is a fun 

group effort which will 

turn out wonderfully!   

 The sketch and entry 

must be made by May 27th.  Details on ap-

plying are still being worked out and I will 

get further clarification. More information 

will be available at the next regular WWS 

meeting.  I have printed a calendar with im-

portant due dates etc.   Thank you very 

much! 

ðLaurie Angell 

________________________________ 

A Preview of  

Workshops, Retreats 

etc. 
 The Bryan Schneider-Thomas dye 

workshop has  been rescheduled to June 5th.  

Please inform me of what you are bringing to 

dye.  Also, there are still 2-3 openings be-

cause of the date change.  If you are inter-

ested, please contact me. 

 

2010-2011 Guild Workshops: 
 Trish Lange - will be offering two 

weekend workshops back to back, the first 

two weekends in October.  The first work-

shop will be a repeat of her last workshop 

(warping with multiple yarns, long warps, 

many different garments).  The second work-

shop will be a continuation on this - other 

garment/accessory possibilities.  Cost to be 

determined.  She is really a great instructor 

and has many years of knowledge from being 

a production weaver. 

 JoAnn Bachelder - will be offering an 

overshot workshop in May of 2011.  She has  

(Continued on page 3) 

 On May 3 we welcome Debra Youngs. 

She has been sewing and quilting since the 

age of 10. She is currently a Bernina sup-

ported designer and travels all over the coun-

try teaching sewing and quilting. She will be 

holding a fashion show during our meeting.  

Once again we will meet at 5:15 at Benni-

gans for supper.  Anyone wishing to join us, 

please contact Joni Rosen. 

________________________________ 

 Congratulations to Pat Pope who has 

entered the wonderful world or retirement, 

and will, we assume, weave up a storm. 

________________________________ 

MLH  Summer 2010  

Workshops:  

Registration deadline May 31 
________________________________ 

Textile Arts Market 
 The Committee will have a meeting on 

Wednesday, May 19 at 7:00 pm at the Schul-

ers on Alpine Ave. 

______________________________ 
Spinning Study Group  

 will meet on May 17 at 7:30 p.m., at 

Martha Katt's home (1774 Turnstone Lane 

NE - Knapp Valley Condominiums).   

 ALSO - the spinners have traditionally 

gathered at a local farm on Memorial Day 

which is May 31.   

 For further information— Diane Van-

derPol at dvpo@calvin.edu or 940-2055.  
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LIFEôS PROJECT 
 How often does the urge strike you to 

start a new project?   Your world is turning 

smoothly on it’s axis, the day is bright and 

sunny, you just looked at some new pattern 

books, and the mood hits.  I could add this 

yarn to a weaving project, or start one of the 

knitting projects in the new pattern book, or 

look thru for something else.  I just have to 

clear the warp on my looms.  The ―clean 

your closet‖ project doesn’t need to be 

completed until June.   

 And then the doubts crowd in.  How 

many other projects are sitting there to be 

completed.  Do I have enough fingers? 

1.  The two capes 

2.  I should count the capes as 2 projectsé. 

3.  The knitted jacket 

4.  The clean your closet jacket 

5.  A Trish Lange 4 square jacket 

6.  A Trish Lange vest 

7.  A Trish Lange doloman top 

8.  Too many purses to count 

9.  The tub of woven fabric 

10. A dozen towels need the edges sewn 

Darn.  I ran out of fingers…. 

 I will once again bring my sewing 

machine to a retreat.  Too many projects are 

waiting for me.  I need to finish them so I can 

move on.   

 Clearing up the projects should gain me 

some walking space in my weaving room.  

Tubs of finished goods have found their way 

to my bedroom, I have a large loom in the 

basement family room, plus a loom in the 

living room.  Several other looms are stashed 

into the trailer my husband bought to store 

his stuff.  I get a lot of flack over that take-

over.  Plus some items have been stashed 

into a room in the barn, also my husband’s.  

 Even though all is fair in love and war, 

he did marry me for better or worse, but at 

the time neither of us ever imagined this.  I 

did not weave or spin when we got married, 

but a friend did comment, when helping me 

to move out of my bedroom at my parents 

house, on how many things I had. 

 But hey, the furniture came with me, 

and I had a lot of reading material. 

 It took me several years to decide what I 

wanted to be when I grew up.  And since 

weaving, spinning and fiber arts have taken 

over my life, I conclude that the answer has 

finally hit me between the eyes.  There are 

days that I think I should stop buying fiber.  I 

have enough to keep me busy for years to 

come.  If looking to the future makes you 

live longer I should be here for a good long 

time.   

 My youngest son just announced that he 

rented an apartment and would be moving 

out soon.  I ran into his room and put 2 cones 

of fiber on his wonderful built in shelves.  

When he noticed them he asked what they 

were doing in there.  With a huge smile on 

my face I replied, ―just seeing how they 

looked!‖ 

ðJulia Daniels 

Woodland Weavers and 

Spinners Guild 
President:  Julia Daniels 

Vice-President: Joni Rosen 

Secretary:  Margaret Jager 

Treasurer:  Rebecca Kugele,  

Newsletter Editor:  Bob Meyering 

————————————————- 

Member 

Newsletter copy due on the 

15th of the month 

June Goals 
 June is the deadline for your goal for the 

year.  Bring in your completed project and 

you can win a years membership. 

The Goals Are: 

towels from chenille and cotton, 

weave fabric and sew japanese jacket 

wind warp and weave rug for Habitat for 

Humanity 

5 skein multicolored multi-texture wrap 

needs to be turned into something 

jacket or wrap from felted sheets of wool 

black-brown tote bags 

lace knit scarf 

afghan 

quilted pillow 

weave rugs 

complete garment from handwoven material. 

handbags 

runner 

use woven fabric to make garments, pillows 

Linen scarf 

Autumn rose sweater 

double woven rug 

shawl 

sweater knit 

coverlet in double weave  

scarf 

open work felted wool scarves 

striped green/burgundy sweaters 

green wool weaving project 

rug with inlay (chenille & rag) 

birch bark garbage can 

tv afghan 

blue jacket 

weave my 1st project 

hand spin yarn to finish sweater 

left hand jacket 

finish purse - make something with inkle 

loom weavings 

blue woven material - make into anything 

fisherman style knit sweater (at least 20 years 

old) 

project/warp on K loom 

felted wine sack w/felted decoration 

spin one of the rovings hanging around 

make jacket from hand woven/fulled yardage 

do something with my "jacket" fabric 

finish rug on loom and use of bag of rags 

wrap/jacket with hand dyed fiber I am spin-

ning 

 As you can see, we have a lot of great 

projects in our closets just waiting to get 

out.  So get to work, folks!  You have just 

one month to finish your goal.  

______________________________ 

Learn More  

About Weaving 
 I think there are still a few openings at 

the Franciscan for Summer weaving Work-

shop. If interested call the Franciscan at 

616-897-7842 

Jochen Ditterich 

The Weaver  

www.WeaverJochen.com  

(616)304-5337 

Independent Sample 

Study Group 
 Those who signed up for the Independ-

ent Sample Study Group will need 16 sam-

ples to share—one for each member of the 

group.  Plan on meeting at 6:15 p.m. before 

the June meeting in the church basement.  

Those who have signed up are: 

Cathy McCarthy 

Julie Daniels 

Marta B. Williams 

Linda Blue 

Arlene B. Tiemeyer 

Betty Christians 

Clara Carroll 

Laurie Angell 

Liz Oppewal 

Joni Rosen 

Susan Johnson 

Jackie Fisher 

Pat Pope  

Ann Bont 

Connie Hanson 

Mary Ellen Gedris 

_______________________________ 

Tapestry Loom  

For Sale 
32" (Joni) Mirrix tapestry loom with all its 

original equipment plus the add-on foot 

treadle and Hagen floor stand which allows 

the loom to be used vertically, horizontally or 

any angle in between.  Folds flat for storage.  

Can weave tapestries up to 29" x 44".  Excel-

lent condition.  $450 for entire package.  

Contact Priscilla Lynch, PO Box 340, Sauga-

tuck, MI 49453, (269) 857-5614, or 

jplynch99@comcast.net. 
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OFFICERS & 

COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS 

2010 - 2011 
 I would like to thank all those who 

agreed to hold positions in the guild for the 

2010-2011 year.  The new Officers and Com-

mittee Chairs 

 

PRESIDENT- JONI ROSEN 

VICE PRESIDENT- PAULA DEYOUNG 

SECRETARY- ARLENE TIEMEYER 

TREASURER -CHI CHI VANDYKE 

HEARTS AND FLOWERS -SUSAN JOHN-

SON 

HISTORIAN -JULIA DANIELS 

HOSPITALITY- PAT POPE, MARLENE 

STILES 

MEMBERSHIP - BOB MEYERING 

MLH REP- BETTY CHRISTIANS 

NEWSLETTER- BOB MEYERING 

PARLIAMENTARIAN- DIANE VANDER-

POL 

SHOW AND TELL- PAT KLUZ 

LIBRARIAN- MARGARET JAGER 

WORKSHOPS -MARY ELLEN GEDRIS 

SALES COMMITTEE- BETTY CHRIS-

TIANS 

50/50- JOCHEN DITTERICH 

ROVING REPORTER- LINDA BLUE 

50TH ANNIVERSARY- BARB VAN-

DYKE, PAULA DEYOUNG, JULIA 

DANIELS 

ART PRIZE- LAURIE ANGELL 

  Just a reminder to all those handing over 

positions:  Please send along a list of job 

duties.  It really helps the people taking on 

new positions know what their jobs entail. 

__________________________________ 

WOODLAND WEAVERS AND 

SPINNERS 

2009-2010 WORKSHOPS,  

RETREATS, MEETINGS 
September 14, 2009 

 Meeting -Welcome Back 

 Crossword Puzzle 

 Favorite Books 

September 19, 2009 

 Natural Dye Workshop 

October 5, 2009 

 Meeting -Barbara Wright 

 Lets Play With Clay 

October 10, 2009 

 Femo Button Workshop 

November 2, 2009 

 Meeting – Nancy Laferriere 

 Fiber Artists in the South of France 

November 7, 2009 

 Retreat 

December 4, 5, 2009 

 Guild Sale  

  Prince Conference Center 

December 7, 2009 

 Holiday Meeting 

January 4, 2010** 

 Meeting – ICCF Building 

 Fabric Exhibition 

February 1, 2010 

 Meeting – Weave-Its 

 Judi, Margaret, Gabriela 

 Round Robin, Weaving/Spinning 

March 1, 2010 

 Meeting – Martha Reeves 

 A Journey to the Certificate of  

 Excellence and Master Weaver 

March 6, 2010 

 Retreat 

April 12, 2010  

 Meeting – Priscilla Lynch 

 Short History of Tapestry 

 Design and Processes 

April 24, 2010 

 Retreat 

May 1-2, 2010 

 Workshop ï Sewing with  

 Debra Youngs 

May 3, 2010 

 Meeting ï Debra Youngs 

June 7, 2010 

 Dinner & Auction ï End of Year 

ArtPrize Information 
[The following was originally set to all mem-

bers with e-mail.  I reprint it here so that it’s 

part of the newsletter record and to remind—

editor] 

From Laurie Angell: 

 I received clarification regarding the 

entry for ArtPrize for collaborators yester-

day.  Unfortunately, all who still want to 

participate to weave or knit scarves will be 

considered an artist and thus have to pay 

$25.00 each. Please read below for details.   I 

understand that this poses a problem for the 

idea, but I am still willing to head the project 

if we have enough who want to continue.  

Perhaps if some are unable to pay the $25.00, 

we could see if some could "sponsor an art-

ist."  I don't think we need to check on that 

detail, but it is just an idea.  So, if I think that 

we can still make this fly,  even though it 

will be a smaller scaled mural.  I would like 

to know what everyone is thinking.  We can 

discus it at the guild meeting, but as there is a 

week until then, it would be nice to know 

who is still game.   

 I think if we have at least ten partici-

pants, we can still produce a really neat pro-

ject, with those who can, weaving more than 

one scarf.  I appreciate everyone’s positive 

response so far.  I have been out of town for 

the past ten days, so that is why I have not 

responded.  I am still catching up with things 

and e-mails.  So, if you have the time to send 

me your thoughts or interest, please do.  If 

you have already woven a piece, I am sorry if 

you are unable to participate.  I did read the 

rules, but was unable to get the following 

response until yesterday. Thank you every-

one!    

Sincerely,  

Laurie Angell 

Here is the official ruling: 

 In the project you're describing each 

collaborator would need to pay $25. We 

decided to charge for collaborators because 

each collaborator is treated as an ArtPrize 

artist, which means they receive all the perks 

that artists do, including discounts, a goodie 

bag, and access to artist-only events. I 

sounds like a great project. Let me know if 

you have any other questions. 

 

[This was then followed with another e-mail 

message.] 

Hello, 

 I am Margaret Windeknecht's 75 year 

old husband.  She was a great weaver who 

gave her last talk to your guild in 2008 and 

died in March 2009.  You are leading your 

group just as she used to lead hers.  Way to 

go!  Therefore, in your honor, I will pay the 

$25 for everyone in the guild who contrib-

utes to your project.  No lie.  Hold me to it.  I 

won't let you down! 

Tom Windeknecht 

March Retreat 

Motherôs Day Jewelry 
Mothers Day is around the corner. My new  

ebay store  SILVER GLAMOUR EMPO-

RIUM has wonderful silver jewelry that 

mom would love. Check out my NEW silver 

jewelry. Perfect gift for any mom.   Go to: 

stores.ebay.com/silverglamouremporium  

Mira Sosnowski 

been to our guild several times and is a won-

derful weaver with much technical knowl-

edge. 

Retreats: 
 Retreats are scheduled around the same 

time frame time next year as this year - dates 

will be published soon.   

 If you know of anyone who you would 

recommend for a one-day workshop or are 

interested yourself in sponsoring a guild 

workshop, please let me know.   

 Thanks! 

ðMary Ellen Gedris 

gedristm@att.net 

_______________________________ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Minutes of April 2010 

Guild Meeting 
 Program:  Priscilla Lynch, former 

member of Woodland Weavers and weaver 

extraordinaire, presented the evening’s pro-

gram in which she traced her own career as 

an artist and discussed her years as a tapestry 

weaver.  Not only was the evening an educa-

tional experience for those desiring to know 

more about tapestry work, it was a visual 

treat and inspiration for everyone as well.  

Priscilla mentioned that she went to college 

to study nursing; much of what she has 

learned about the fiber arts has come from 

self-directed study, reading, practice, and 

workshops sponsored by organizations such 

as ours and the Michigan League of Hand-

weavers.  (Pris also donated a number of 

books to the guild’s library.  They should be 

available for checking out in May.) 

 Business Meeting:  President Julie 

Daniels opened the meeting.  She welcomed 

guests Petrea Coffman and Rose Walton.  

The minutes as printed in the newsletter were 

accepted, as was the treasurer’s report which 

showed as balance of $4592 in the guild 

coffers.   

 Laurie Angell reviewed the progress of 

the ArtPrize committee.  Guild members 

willing to weave/knit scarves in sky and 

water colors were asked to respond.  Twenty-

five members did so.  The committee contin-

ues to discuss presentation and other details 

involved with this project.   

 Margaret Jager and Betty Christians 

updated the guild on MLH news.  Guild 

members are encouraged to sign up for one 

of the seven workshops to be offered at Hope 

College during the first week of August.  

Details can be found on the MLH website.  

Arts Show to be held at the Nuveen Center of 

the Arts in Montague beginning August 26.  

The show is sponsored by the Arts Council 

of While Lake.  Marilyn has details.  Marga-

ret Jager has silkworm eggs in her refrigera-

tor which she would gladly give to those 

interested in producing their own silk.   

 Laurie Angell and Rose Walton won the 

50-50 drawing.  Those participating in Show 

and Tell were Julie Daniels, Arlene Tie-

meyer, Liz Winsche, Ann Bont, and Marlene 

Stiles. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Jager, Secretary 

________________________________ 

For Sale 
Rigid Heddle Loom.  25" weaving width.  

Comes with Trestle floor stand II.   Made by 

Schacht and Spindle Co. in Like New condi-

tion.  Trestle stand has spring brake and cloth 

and warp beams.   Includes 8 dent reed, 

3- 24" stick shuttles, 1- 30" weaving sword. 

Comes with book Hands on Rigid Heddle 

Weaving by Betty Linn Davenport.   

 Is beat up but still very usable.  Asking 

$150.00.  Contact Jenn Wrobleski  

planet_jenn@yahoo.com or call 

616-281-5930 

———————————————- 

Plans for the MLH l6th Biennial Fiber Exhi-

bition at Kendall College are also proceeding 

smoothly.  Jochen Ditterich volunteered 

looms for MLH participants who might need 

one. 

 Mary Ellen Gedris reviewed workshop 

opportunities.  The Debra Young workshop 

to be held the first weekend in May has sev-

eral participants, but more are welcome.  

Details are available from Julie Daniels.  

Betty Christians will host Debra Young 

overnight, and the workshop will be held 

at the Township Hall on Seven Mile 

Road. The dye workshop with Bryan 

Schneider-Thomas has been changed to 

June 5. Guild members are looking for-

ward to the last retreat of the year to be 

held April 24 at the Christian Reformed 

Conference Grounds.  For the first time 

members are planning to stay overnight 

at the Conference Grounds before and 

after the retreat.  Mary Ellen has neces-

sary details.   

 The guild approved the $100 pur-

chase of a spinning wheel from Arlene 

Tiemeyer to be used by guild members 

for workshops much like the two guild 

looms are used.  (Guild members may 

use the guild’s equipment for a $15 fee 

per event/month.)  The spinning group 

continues to meet on the third and fifth 

Mondays of the month at the home of 

Martha Katt.  

 Julie Daniels introduced the possi-

bility of having Trish Lange teach two 

workshops next October, one for persons 

who have not taken her introductory 

course, and one for persons who have.  

This may be coordinated with the Kala-

mazoo Guild.  Marilyn Ryan invited 

guild members to participate in the Fiber Enjoying the recent retreat 


