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A Letter to WW&S  
 Dear Fiber Friends at WWS, 

 I am wearing my Michigan League of 

Handweavers hat today and thinking what a 

privilege it is to be part of Woodland Weav-

ers and Spinners!  When I approached the 

guild about doing the MLH 16th Biennial 

Fiber Show, I was thrilled with the enthusias-

tic response!  There were a few hurdles to 

jump that I was unaware of at the time, but 

you managed each one.   

 A special thank you to Margaret Jager 

and Barbara Van Dyke for chairing this event 

and a big thank you to the many members 

who entered their work, loaned display items, 

and helped collect, organize, hang, take 

down, and deliver items for this show.  It was 

a huge success and I expect we will see 

growth in the fiber arts in West Michigan as 

a result! 

 I also want to thank you, in advance, for 

your participation in MLH's 2011 Confer-

ence and Workshops being held at Hope 

College August 9-14, 2011. Traditionally, 

each local guild takes on a responsibility to 

make Conference a success.  WWS has gra-

ciously agreed to coordinate two aspects of 

the conference!  We will once again help 

transport instructors between the Gerald R. 

Ford Airport and Hope College.  Paula De 

Young has agreed to coordinate this.  Sue 

Vegter will chair a committee to encourage 

and coordinate guild exhibits.  Thank you to 

both Paula and Sue and to many of you, who 

I know will help with these endeavors. 

Ann Bont 
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Next Meeting 

Monday, Oct 4, 2010 

7:00 PM 

 

Trish Lange  

ñCouture Yardageò 
 

 

Meetings are held at 

Trinity Congregational Church,  

2725 4 Mile Rd NW 

Off the Walker Exit of I -96 

Meet Trish Lange  
 Those who would like to meet up with 

Trish Lange and the guild officers at 

the Alpine Avenue Benningan's restaurant 

for dinner before the October 4th "Couture 

Yardage" meeting, please contact me before-

hand, so that I may call in our reservations.  

We welcome all members. The dinner 

starts at 5:15 PM.  Thank you! 

Paula DeYoung 

cifdale@iserv.net 

616-361-9481 

_________________________________ 

From the President   
 What a great meeting we had last 

month!  Thanks to everyone who brought 

things to share with the rest of us.  Good to 

see that you have been so productive.  The 

October meeting will be very exciting.  Trish 

Lange is a good teacher & motivator.  Don't 

forget to make your reservation for Novem-

ber 50th Anniversary Celebration.  Thanks,   

Joni Rosen 

 

Minutes from  
September Meeting  

 Joni Rosen opened the meeting by wel-

coming everyone back after a nice summer 

break. 

 There were 7 visitors at the meeting. 

 Congratulations were given to the Fiber 

winners in the 16th Biennial Fiber Show 

sponsored by MLH ( Michigan League of 

Handweavers) being showed at Kendall Col-

lege. Fifteen out of thirty two entries were 

from the Woodland Weavers and Spinners 

Guild. Thanks were given to Margaret Jager 

and Barb Van Dyke for organizing such a 

fine show. 

 ChiChi Vandyke gave the treasure's 

report. There are currently 52 new and re-

newing members that have paid their dues. 

 A card was sent to Rita Swartz from the 

Hearts and Flowers coordinator. 

 Laurie Angell gave a report about our 

entry to Art Prize. She showed a picture of 

the finished piece and gave instructions for 

voting. The woven art piece was being 

shown at a shop in Montague and will be 

moved September 20 to the store Purple East 

for display. She was looking for volunteers to 

help her set up at Purple East. 

 Ann Bont reported from MLH that 

Madelyn Vander Hoogt will be giving a lec-

ture in Livonia at Schoolcraft College on 

Oct. 23.  She also encouraged us to renew or 

join MLH. 

 Mary Ellen Geddris reported on work-

shops.  There is still space for both of Trish 

Lang's workshops which will be held at the 

"Old Fire Barn" on Alpine. 

 Hospitality Committee, Pat Pope and 

Marlene Stiles, asked and passed around a 

sheet for snacks sign up for the year. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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MLH News  
 Newsletter:  MLH is preparing to send 

its first newsletter electronically.  Please be 

sure membership chair Linda Griffith 

(oldmillyarn@acd.net) has a current e-mail 

address for you.  If you need a paper copy of 

the newsletter, contact Ann Bont (719-3255).  

These electronic newsletters will contain a 

photo of the issue's swatch.  The actual 

swatch and draft/instructions will be mailed 

in the summer with the other swatches from 

the year.   If any of our study groups would 

like to contribute a swatch for one of the 

newsletters, contact swatch coordinator Mary 

Underwood (amoscorey@mac.com)  

 Workshops/Conference:  MLH Sum-

mer Workshops will be held August 9-11, 

Conference August 12-14 at Hope College.  

Please note that these dates differ from those 

previously published.  

 Madelyn van der Hoogt, editor of 

Handwoven Magazine and noted teacher, 

author, and weaver, will be the featured 

speaker at a program sponsored by Michigan 

Weavers Guild, MLH  and others.   This 

program is being held in memory of two 

Michigan Weavers Guild members, Margaret 

Windeknecht and Jean Brudzinski.  Many of 

you will remember Margaret Windeknecht, 

who was a member of WWS the last several 

years of her life.  The program is free and 

open to the public and will be held on Satur-

day, October 23, 2:00 PM at the Vista Tech 

Center of Schoolcraft College, 18600 

Haggerty Road, Livonia, Michigan.  School-

craft College is located west of I-275, Seven 

Mile Road exit, one half mile to Haggerty 

Rd., then south (left) to the college campus.  

The Vista Tech Center is just off of the North 

Parking lot (first building).  Contact Ken 

Allen for further information, 724-427-6268 

or Rallen74648@aol.com or visit http://

www.michganweaversguild.org/

calendar.html  

 Northern Wefts: Midwest Weavers' 

Conference 2011, June 23-25, Hancock, MI 

http://www.midwestweavers.org/

conference.htm  

WWS PROGRAMS 
2010-2011  

SEP. 13:  Meet & Greet ï  

 "What I Did This Summer" 

 Bring samples, tell of workshops.   

 3 minute limit!    

OCT 2-4:  Trish Lange - Beg. Workshop 

OCT 4:  Monday - Couture Yardage 

OCT 9-11:  Advanced Workshop 

NOV. 1:  50th Anniversary, Retrospective - 

 Power Point 

DEC 6:  Holiday Party - Dish-To-Pass, Gift 

 Exchange 

JAN. 3:  Veronica Muscat & Joni Rosen - 

 integrating techniques or mixed media 

FEB. 7:  "The Linen Lady," Marcia L. 

 Potts-Vande Vusse  Growing Flax & 

 Historic Skills 

MAR 7:  Heidi Ball - Rug Design Process - 

 designed for Clinton's White House   

APR 11:  Alice Breese - Paper making  

APR 30:  Joann Bachelder - Overshot 

 workshop,  

MAY 1, 2:  Monday meeting: "Levels, 

Layers, Strata, Position" 

JUN 6:  End Of Year....Meal, Reflect 

Helping Hands  
 Working with people with a disability or 

special needs is a great opportunity to dis-

cover gifts and nurture interests.  My friends 

and I do this.  There's great value in creating 

and using one's hands.  Weaving, knitting, 

crocheting and so much more are wonderful 

ways to bring out the best in folks.  Some 

call it therapy.  We call it fun!  I'm collecting 

yarns of any kind to use for these special 

times.  We would be grateful for any contri-

bution.  Feel free to call me, Marcia  De 

Wild, at 616-443-2804 or contact me at  

ewings@altelco.net 

__________________________________ 

The Spinning  
Study Group  

will meet on Monday, October 18, at 7:30 

p.m.  If you need directions, contact Diane 

VanderPol at dvpo@calvin.edu or 940-2955.  

New members are always welcome! 

50th Scrapbooking 
Help Needed  

 I am still seeking people who are will-

ing to help me out in regards to the 50th An-

niversary Celebration in 'scrapbooking' du-

ties.  I am trying to put together 'memory/

tribute' pages of each WWSG President and 

the earlier members so that we'll have them 

finished in the scrapbooks before the Cele-

bration.  I plan to bring these scrapbooks to 

the gala.  If people wish to PLEASE help me 

out, please either contact me via telephone or 

e-mail.  Many hands make light work, and I 

have A LOT of work to do with this end of it. 

Paula DeYoung 

cifdale@iserv.net 

616-361-9481 

WWAS Website  
 Remember, you can get to our website 

two ways:  first, use this longer URL: 

woodlandweaversandspinners.com/  

Or use the shorter URL:  wwas.org 

 Liz Oppewal, along with her son, is our 

webmaster.  Check out the site, and use the 

ñcontactò link to let Liz know of any sugges-

tions or changes you may have for the web-

page. 

 

50th Anniversary  
November Meeting 

Next Month  
 The votes are in and the plans for the 

50th are underway.  At the September meet-

ing the members agreed to have the celebra-

tion at Watermark Country club, 5500 Cas-

cade Road SE, Grand Rapids. 

  The date is Monday, November 1.  It 

will take the place of our regular Monday 

night meeting.  There will be no meeting at 

the church for November.    

 Entrees are accompanied by chef's sea-

sonal vegetable and starch and include a 

chef's mixed salad with ranch and balsamic 

vinaigrette dressing and fresh baked rolls and 

butter.  Coffee and water service is included 

with entree price. ( A glass of pop or juice is 

available for an extra $2.00--which you will 

have to pay to the guild on the night of the 

gala.) 

 We have 3 meal choices:   

¶ Chicken MarsalaðChicken breast sau-

teed with shallots, garlic, wild mush-

rooms and marsala. 

¶ Watermark's Signature Pork Chopð

Thick-cut pork chop brined for tender-

ness and flavor.  Flame grilled and 

topped with mango. 

¶ Herb Crusted Baked TilapiaðCrusted 

with a meritage of herbs, baked and 

topped with a light white wine cream 

sauce. 

You may also request a vegetarian entree. 

 If you are a guild member, the price of 

this excellent, sit down meal, is $10.00. Non- 

guild members are welcome to attend, but the 

cost for them is $25.00.   

 You may sign up by sending your 

check, made out to Woodland Weavers and 

Spinners to either: 

ChiChi VanDyke 

2037 Joan Ave NE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49505 

or 

Julia Daniels 

13001 Pine Island Drive 

Sparta, MI  49345 

  Please remember to include your mail 

choices with your payment.  

___________________________________ 

50th Anniversary 
Fashion Show  

 The 50th anniversary committee would 

like to hold a fashion show during the gala.  

If you have any handwoven garments you are 

willing to share for the show, please contact 

Paula DeYoung, Cifdale@Iserv.net or Julia 

Daniels, imaweaver2004@yahoo.com. 

 In addition, would you be wiling to 

display any older woven items you would be 

willing to bring for display. 

 Thanks for helping make our 50th a 

night to remember. 

Julia Daniels 
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OCTOBER 2, 3, 4, 2010 

3 Day Clothing  
Design for  

Handweavers with 
Trish Lange  

 A pattern taken from any place usually 

doesnôt fit. And many times the person  

doesnôt have a loom wide enough to accom-

modate that pattern. In this workshop we will 

discuss styles and what is attractive for your 

body type. Emphasis will be placed on the 

creation of designs appropriate for the stu-

dentôs particular figure type, life-style, and 

specific talents, as well as designed for her 

loom width. And all with very little cutting 

or sewing required because Trishôs clothing 

designs are planned ahead of time then 

woven selvedge to selvedge in pieces and 

parts so as to eliminate most cutting and 

complete with very little sewing. Itôs a 

ñsewing chickenôsò fantasy.  

 You will make a custom basic muslin 

with perfect fit for you from which many 

other garments can be created. After you 

have customized several garment patterns to 

fit you perfectly, you will pick at least three 

favorites of more than twelve then plan your 

warp and weft. We will thoroughly discuss 

color combinations and warping methods for 

creating an entire wardrobe from one warp 

with no two garments alike or the same 

color. 

 You will plan a weaving layout with 

color selections and be ready to warp and 

weave at home. Warps can be made the third 

day if time & desire permits. 

 

Supply List 

October 2, 3, 4, 2010 
 I am looking forward to meeting you at 

the upcoming workshop. Following is a list 

of supplies that I would like you to bring: 

 1. 3 ring notebook with a few sheets of 

lined, plain, & graph paper, pencil, eraser, 2 

fat tip marking pens (1 red, 1 black) 

 2. Scissors, tape measure, ruler, a couple 

dozen quilting pins (1 1/2" pin with large 

head), about 2-3 dozen 1ò or larger safety 

pins, & 2 lg. rubber bands, needle and thread. 

 3. Approximately 4 yards of cheap mus-

lin or old sheets. (Sheets actually work best) 

 4. Approx. 20-24 cones and/or balls of 

yarn in colors that you like. 

 5. Pocket calculator (unless your math is 

good). 

 We'll need 3-4 sewing machines. Every-

one does not need to have one. We can share 

as there is minimal sewing involved.  One 

iron and ironing board. We can also use one 

or more warping boards as the speedy ones 

may wish to make their warp in class with 

Trish Lange. 

OCTOBER 9, 10, 11, 2010 

3 Day Advanced 
Clothing Design for 
Handweavers with 

Trish Lange  
 As a follow up to our Clothing Design 

in 2008 we will immerse ourselves in re-

viewing, refining, and expanding our gar-

ment knowledge of patterns, fit, sewing, 

embellishments, and all your unanswered 

questions about details. 

 Clean out that closet and bring your 

finished or unfinished garments for critique 

and your untouched yardage no matter how 

old. Old shawls can be converted also. Weôll 

analyze it for options and best use, match it 

to a custom pattern with perfect fit to your 

figure, then sew it in class hopefully using 

Trishôs technique of designing selvedge to 

selvedge with little cutting or sewing. Learn 

all about facings, pockets, piecing, lining, 

patchwork, finishing techniques and more.  

Dig into your stash and bring things you 

havenôt seen for a while including trims, 

beads, decorator or interesting fabric, and old 

shawl or other handwoven, etc. Weôll cover 

garments made from small pieces using 

patchwork and combinations with commer-

cial fabrics. Trish has new patterns to share 

and sheôll bring lots of samples to inspire 

you.  Our three days will culminate in a mini 

fashion show and celebration of your accom-

plishments.  

 

Supply List 

October 9, 10, 11, 2010 
 1. Your set of patterns and notes from 

the 2008 class. 

 2. Additional paper, pencil, etc. for 

notes. 

 3. Handwoven garments needing analy-

sis, adjustment, or praise. 

 4. Handwoven material not yet used. 

 5. Old sheet for a muslin. 

 6. Sewing machine, extension cord, and 

supplies needed to operate it.  And thread to 

match your fabrics. 

 7. Scissors, measuring tape, quilting 

pins. 

 8. 1/2 yard of broadcloth for pockets 

and/or neck facing. 

 

Optional Items You Might Use: 
¶ Commercial fabric (like decorator fab-

ric, or...) if you want to 

¶ experiment with patchwork or trim, etc. 

¶ Flexi-lace seam binding if you have 

some.  Donôt buy any. 

¶ Fray check for neck facing. 

¶ Anything else youôd like to try to work 
with. It would be nice to have a serger 

or two and iron/ironing board on hand 

also. 

 Marlene Stiles was also thanked for her 

work in designing and acquiring the new 

banner for the guild. 

 Juile Daniels reported on the Nov. meet-

ing to celebrate the WWS 50th Anniversary. 

They proposed that we meet and have a nice 

sit down meal at the Watermark Country 

Club. The Guild was asking members to pay 

$10.00 for the meal which would allow them 

to pick from 3 entrees and the guild would 

pay the $15.00 difference. A show of hands 

was asked for the vote and it passed over-

whelmingly. Julia also requested members to 

bring something that was woven a long time 

ago to show. 

 Linda Blue and Betty Christians re-

ported on their trip to Convergence in New 

Mexico this past summer and showed slides 

from the conference. 

 Betty Christians also said the advertis-

ing postcards for the Textile Show were 

available and tags for items being sold at 5 

cents a piece.  Laura Angell offered to bring 

postcards to Art Prize. 

 ChiChi Van Dyke asked for donations 

of cotton rug warp for the Bhutaneese refu-

geesô rugs. 

 Jackie Fisher offered free books from 

her mothers stash for anyone who wanted 

them. 

 We took a snack break  and resumed 10 

minutes later for Show and Tell. 

 We had 15 participants. 

 Bob Meyering - a cottolin towel and rag 

rugs. 

 Mary Ippel - bound weave sampler and 

purse. 

 Juila Daniels - MLD workshop with 

Susan Wilson, a Crackle sampler. 

 Arlene Tiemeyer - a Indigo dyed yarn 

woven placement. 

 Sally La France - shibori dyed silk 

scarves and a woven black and white stole. 

 Ann Bont - Santa Fe style weaving and 

walking loom, towels from sample group and 

loom controlled shibori. 

 Virginia Bullock - a needle felted scarf. 

 Joni Rosen - Sue Wilson MLH Summer 

and Winter sample. 

 Melissa Plank - Spinners Flock ex-

change spun wool knitted round afghan. 

 Paula De Young - Jochen's class 2 rugs, 

MLH rep weave sample and Christmas inkle 

band. 

 Betty Christians - Convergence jacket 

design Fiber Fest felted scarf and Navajo 

weaving. 

 Mary Ellen Geddris - a shawl made with 

a rigid heddle loom using mixed warp. 

 Jochen D. - 1 beautiful jacket and land-

scape colored scarves. 

 Jackie Fisher - indigo dyed silk scarves. 

 ðArlene Tiemeyer 

  

  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Woodland Weavers 
and Spinners Guild  

President:  Joni Rosen 

Vice-President: Paula DeYoung 

Secretary:  Margaret Jager 

Treasurer:  ChiChi Van Dyke,  

Newsletter Editor:  Bob Meyering 

ðððððððððððððððð- 

Member 

Newsletter copy due on the 

15th of the month 

The Outlet  
 I recently found out about and went to a 

warehouse store called "The Outlet."  It is 

like a Michael's/Hobby Lobby store, carrying 

an assortment of crafts, both old (out of 

stock, damaged packaging) and new 

(overstocked) items.  Their prices are always 

50 to 80% off.   

 When I went they had 'specials' (which 

they do advertize on their web page) on all 

sewing, seasonal, and needlework items.  

Because I was a first time customer, I also 

got 50% off a non-sale item.   

 Store hours are Thursdays & Fridays: 9 

am-5 pm and Saturdays: 10 am-3 pm.  They 

are located at an old warehouse building at 

1534 College Ave SE, Grand Rapids. Tele-

phone number is 616-493-7833 (or e-mail to 

craftoutlet@gmail.com.  They accept VISA 

and MasterCard, but no checks.  

  The yarn I saw was nice, mainly novelty 

knitting yarns, but useful for certain projects 

nonetheless.  It is a store where things are 

never the same; if you spot it and put it back, 

it may not be there the next time you go.  

They have a constantly changing inventory 

(good and bad to that).  Thought this would 

be of interest to our members. 

Paula DeYoung 

Loom For Sale:   
42" Marcoux 45 loom (by Hammett).  6 heddles, 3 reeds, multiple shut-

tles, accordian style warp winder.  $700.00, bench $100.00. Contact 

Ruth Lemmenes, 616 940-0409 or ruth@lemmenes.com located in the 

Grand Rapids / Cascade area. 

Loom For Sale:   
Beka frame loom with two 10 dent reeds and one 12 dent reed.  Includes 

a weaving seat.  It isn't a very good loom for experienced weavers.  It 

would be better for a child or someone just starting out)  I'm asking $30.  

Contact Susan Johnson, 616-837-6593 or smj74@comcast.net. 

Letter of Thanks  
 Dear Woodland Weavers & Spinners 

Guild, 

 I want to take this opportunity to thank 

you for celebrating Alice Griswoldôs life and 

the many marks she left on this Earth.  Your 

donation of $100.00 to the Alice Griswold 

Weaving History Fund will allow for Aliceôs 

life long passion for weaving to continue.  

Alice was one of the most important figures 

in weaving in our state.  She was revered by 

the weaving community and by guilds across 

Michigan.  Alice Griswold was truly a re-

markable person and a great friend of the 

MSU Museum and will be dearly missed. 

 Thanks again for your generous contri-

bution. 

Sincerely, 

C. Kurt Dewhurst, Ph.D. 

Curator of Folklife and Cultural Heritage 

Michigan State University Museum 


